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[Text | Foreword 


The late Mahmud 'Abd-al-Salam Nafi' was planning to publish a book in three 
volumes on "Human Rights and Basic Freedoms in al-Qadhdhafi's Dictator- 
ship.'' AL-JIHAD used to publish what he wrote on the subject in install- 
ments. This book includes these installments as well as other articles 
hitherto unpublished. 


It is evident to every Libyan citizen and to everyone who has been obser- 
ving al-Qadhdhafi's dictatorship that human rights violations in Libya ever 
since the late Mahmud Nafi' wrote these articles have increased and that 
basic freedoms are being increasingly repressed and stifled. 


The physical elimination of Libyans living abroad has become a principle of 
al-Qadhdhafi's criminal conduct. The late Nafi' was one of its first vic- 
tims. This principle of conduct was emphasized by al-Qadhdhafi himself in 
his speeches and statements. It was also confirmed at the third meeting of 
the revolutionary committees and firmly established at the fourth meeting 
ot the revolutionary committees on 1-3 March 1981. Scores of Libyan 
citizens have become victims of this uncivilized, and offensive principle 
that al-Qadhdhafi and his henchmen put into practice. 


We believe [in the Koranic verse which states] that "Say: 'Nothing will 
befall us except what Allah has ordained' "[al-Tawbah: 51]. And we believe 
[in the following Koranic verse]: "You must not think that those who were 
slain in the cause of Allah are dead. They are alive, and well provided for 
by their Lord" [Al ‘Imran: 169]. Armed with these noble verses [of the 
Koran] we will defy all obstacles and overcome all difficulties. We will 
not be humiliated, and we will not grieve. When a believer goes to work, 
the racks in the harshest of mountains will yield green plants. 
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Al-Qadhdhafi and his henchmen mastered their murderous practices and 
devised new methods for killing people. Their crimes actually became 
unique. They poisoned children by slipping poison in peanuts, 

as was the case with two Libyan chil- 

dren, a brother and a sister, in Portsmouth, England. The children were 
seven and eight years old, and their only crime was the fact that their 
father resided outside Libya. Then knives and daggers became the method of 
killing, and one stab to a victim was no longer sufficient. A victim had to 
be stabbed scores of times in a savage gang-style frenzy of murder and his 
body was mutilated. This affirms the brutality, the degeneracy and the 
nefariousness of the criminals and their leader, al-—Qadhdhafi, who is 
neither deterred nor restrained by religion, conscience or morals. 


The tyrant continued to master the methods of his crime and his malice 
which comprised even the remains of those who had died and those he had 
murdered abroad. He showed the deep resentment he harbored for them when he 
ordered that they not be buried in Libya. Bodies were returned from the 
airport. The bodies of those who had been buried in their country, Libya, 
were exhumed under orders from al-Qadhdhafi and thrown into the sea outside 
Libyan territorial waters in accordance with al-Qadhdhafi's conditions. His 
henchmen exhumed the bodies and threw them into the sea. This was done in front 
of television cameras, and the operation was showr on television as though 
it were a successful national liberation operation. Al-Qadhdhafi did not 
realize then that he had sunk to a new despicable low. Is there anything 
more uncivilized than such conduct? The tyrant reached the utmost in 
savagery and malice and thereby achieved a record in a new area of the 
shameful activities in which he is engaged. 


Al-Qadhdhafi did not have the opportunity either to reject or to exhume the 
body of the late Nati' who was buried in dignity by Libyans and Egyptians 
in hospitable Egypt, which we can only thank. We are grateful to Egypt, 
[the country] which acted in accordance with its Arab and Islamic prin- 
ciples. 


The Libyan National Grouping 


On 23 April 1980 the late Mahmud Nafi' wrote a eulogy 
for the late Muhammad Mustafa Ramadan who was murdered 
by the treacherous hand of al-Qadhdhafi in front of 

the London Mosque as he left it after the Friday prayer. 
This is the text of the eulogy. 


The Late Muhammad Mustafa Ramadan 
Friday, 11 April was a gloomy day. It was the day the Libyan Muslim, 


Muhammad Mustafa Ramadan, was assassinated in the courtyard of the mosque 
in London's Regent Park after the Muslims had concluded their prayers. 


The murderers confessed immediately that they were al-Qadhdhafi's soldiers 
who had come to London specifically to kill a few Libyans. They acknow- 
ledged that the victim was one of those they had come to kill. 


























The series of physical eliminations inside the country and the assassi- 
nations that occurred abroad during the month of April will make the month 
of April known in the history of our country as execution month, ever since 
al-Qadhdhafi seized power by force in Libya. April will be known as the 
month of physical eliminations and nefarious assassinations. 


Muhammad Mustafa Ramadan was a Muslim in the full sense of the word. He 
was a Muslim in his purity, in his loyalty and in his moral character. He 
was a Muslim in word and deed. His Islam was marked by the spirit of the 
age and by a sense of cultural openness. 


Muhammad Mustafa Ramadan came from a well-known family in Tripoli, the 

ibn Ramadan family. His father went to Egypt when the country was ruled 

by Italians and returned to Libya in 1953. Muhammad was eight years old 
then. His father Lived with his sister in *”2 old city, and Muhammad 
attended Libyan schools and Tripoli Secondary School. He appeared to be 
very fond of Islamic studies, and he began to write during the third prepa- 
ratory grade. He took an active part in writing newsletters, and he became 
a prominent announcer on Libyan radio. He left school to work full time 

as an announcer on Libyan radio. In 1965 he was summoneu by Sadiq 
Khashkhushah, who was then director of investigations, and he was ques- 
tioned about his activities. His services then became unsatisfactory, so he 
joined the British Broadcasting Corporation, the BBC, in London where he 
worked tor 4 years. In 1970 his contract [with the BBC] expired, but he 
continued to work from abroad for the BBC as an announcer and a program 
host. 


In 1971 he joined the University of Rabat in Morocco as a part-time 
student. He would travel to Rabat to take the examination, and [he con- 
tinued to do that] until he received his degree in law. 


Muhammad Mustafa Ramadan became interested in the 1969 coup in L.dya, and 
the change gave him an incentive to visit the country. In 1970 he visited 
Libya for 1 week and returned to announce that military rule had begun 

in Libya and that a gruesome era was awaiting our people. He did not stop 
voicing this opinion. 


Muhammad Mustafa Ramadan was not a fanatic man. He was rather confident 

of his ability to take part in a discussion or a dialogue and, therefore, 
he used to follow the news of the country on a daily basis and to meet and 
become acquainted with everyone. He even made the acquaintance of 
al-Qadhdhafi's cousin, Sayyid Qadhdhaf al-Damm when [the latter] was mili- 
tary attache in London. It was said then that Qadhdhaf al-Damm had 
delivered messages to al-Qadhdhafi and that tempting offers had arrived 
from al-Qadhdhafi to Ramadan. Among those offers were one to let Ramadan 
take over Libyan radio and another to let him take over the radio broadcast 
in Malta. However, Muhammad was careful not to let himself slide into 
serving the regime, for his mission [as he saw it] was to make the acquain- 
tance of the regime's key figures and inner circle without becoming 
involved with them in any cooperative effort that would serve the interests 
of the regime. 




















Muhammad lived in poverty and died in poverty. He was extremely devoted 
to the noble concepts of his Islamic faith, to his peace of mind and to the 
sacrifices he made to promote truth. In those respects he was a wealthy man. 


He used to boast of his opposition to military rule anywhere in our Islamic 
world, and he . so used to boast of his hostility to those who exploited 
religion to susiain their government. He was a revolutionary Muslim, but 
the time he spent on branding the Libyan regime was only marginal. Islam 
was his cause, and his opinion of the Libyan regime or his criticism of it 
was made in the context of discussions about military Fascists who are 
enemies of freedom and of Islam. 


He was always eager tu know who was the opposition that was publishing 
AL-JIHAD. He was hoping to make their acquaintance so he can engage them in 
a discussion and perhaps contribute to the newspaper, but circumstances did 
not make that possible. Muhammad was a true patriot and a constant champion 
of truth and goodness. 


Muhammad had a sense of humor. He would occasionally tell jokes, and he 
liked to use the citle, "Afandi,"' in addressing his dear friends. He liked 
to read, and he wrote continuously. He wrote to newspapers from Kuwait to 
Morocco to comment on their articles. He spent most of his limited tunds to 
buy paper, newspapers and magazines. 


He published three books, [which included] articles and replies to a few 
Arab writers. He opposed military rule everywhere. 


Our pledge to the late Ramadan and to those who lost their lives before 

him and to those who will lose their lives after him is that we will con- 
tinue to fight with all the methods and means [at our disposal] against the 
brutal, terrorist regime of al-Qadhdhafi. We will not rest until he is 
overthrown and a sound free regime is established. 


It may be that the closing remarks which the late Ramadan will Like the 
most in concluding his eulogy are the words of God Almighty: 


"You must not think that those who were slain in the cause of Allah are 
dead. They are alive and well provided for by their Lord" [Al Imran: 169]. 
God the Mighty speaks the truth. (23 April 1980). 


Before Ramadan's eulogy, which was written by Nati', 
appeared on the pages of AL-JIHAD on 1 May, al-Qadhdhafi's 
treacherous hand had broken into the office of the late 
Mahmud Nafi' on 25 April 1980 and unjustly and aggres- 
sively murdered him. AL-JIHAD eulogized him in the same 
issue in which his eulogy of the late Ramadan appeared. 
This is the text of AL-JIHAD's eulogy. 


The Late Mahmud Nafi': in God's Care 


To the spirit of our brother Mahmud Nafi' who wrote the eulogy for his 

















associate, the late Muhammad Mustafa Ramadan, 2 days before he died: Mahmud 
Nafi' died on 25 April 1980 before the eulogy was publishec. Al-Qadhdhafi's 
henchmen shot him in his office. 


It is not easy to write about Mahmud Nafi' now. We don't know what to write 
now and what to leave for [other] appropriate times. Brother Mahmud began 
the actual struggle against al-Qadhdhafi's regime of terror several years 
ago. He was extremely active, wrote prolifically and worked tirelessly. He 
never hesitated te make a financial or any other contribution that he was 
asked to make. He used to make all these numerous contributions quietly and 
persistently despite everything he used to hear from some people. God only 
knows how many hardships, dangers and troubles he endured from numerous 
sources. None of this, however, reduced his energy or his faith in the need 
to continue making every effort and every attempt to overthrow 
al-Qadhdhafi’s regime of terror. 


A few weeks before he died, Brother Mahmud asked that in case he is assas- 
Sinated, he wished to have what he wrote published in a book. He repeated 
his wish 2 days before he died. Mahmud used to write in AL-JIHAD a series 
entitled "Human Rights and Basic Freedoms in al-Qadhdhafi's Dictatorship." 
He wrote many articles for this series, but only a few of them were pub- 
lished in AL-JIHAD. We will continue to publish these and other articles he 
wrote. He was also preparing a book on conditions in Libya in 
al-Qadhdhafi's era of terror. AL-JIHAD published several articles he wrote 
about the tyranny of al-Qadhdhafi's regime. The last one of these articles 
was the one published in the last issue: "The Truth about the Recent 
Arrests in Libya."' AL-JIHAD is also publishing in this issue some of what. 
he wrote. 


The late Mahmud Nafi' took it upon himself to play an important and a dan- 
gerous multi-faceted role. He played that role in an inimitable fashion. 


We cannot give Mahmud his due, and our consolation now is that he is with 
his omniscient Creator. 


The criminals, and chief among them is al-Qadhdhafi, have murdered Mahmud 
Nafi'. They murdered others before him, and they will murder others in 

the future. The killer, al-Qadhdhafi, thought that by killing Libyan citi- 
zens, he could silence the people of Libya who are calling for freedom and 
justice. Not a single free voice will be silenced. In fact, all the free 
voices will be heard in unison. They will speak together in solidarity [and 
call for] the elimination of al-Qadhdhafi's terror, crime and tyranny. 


We have suffered a major, grave loss in losing Mahmud. We pledge to con- 
tinue the course of struggle, fresdom and self-sacrifice. 


AL-JLHAD 


The late Nafi' had previously written an article about 
the crimes al-Qadhdhafi committed in April. That article 
was published in the same issue in which his eulogy of 
Ramadan and the article that was written to eulogize 
him were published. 
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April, a Month of Bloodshed and Martyrs 


In April 1977 the Fascist al-Qadhdhafi began to glower more ciearly. He 
executed Libyan citizens--students, officers and simple citizens; some were 
shot and some were hanged. 


In April 1980 another wave of bloodshed began inside the country and abroad. 


It began under the slogan or the cover of "fighting bribery among the 
pillars of the regime." The Fascist then went about eliminating officers, 
incellectuals and former party members who had left political activity 

and gone to build for themselves a quiet life away from any [political | 
posture. But al-Qadhdhafi was promoting the slogan of he who is not with us 
is against us. That is, he who did not spend his time applauding him and 
cheering for him was his enemy. 


In the decrees he issued in February 1980 al-Qadhdhafi announced under 
the cover of the so-called revolutionary committees the onset of a stage of 
eliminating Libyans abroad. 


Thus once again it was not enough to be abroad and not to be working 
against him, but the fact of one’s mere presence abroad was [construed as] 
disobedience to him and an expression of one's hostility to his regime. The 
mere fact that a Libyan had settled abroad was considered by al-Qadhdhafi 
to be a declaration of hostility by that person. Therefore, all such people 
were to be eliminated, and the first to go would be those who were more 
accessible, the more famous ones and those who were better known to people. 


Thus the suicide squad began traveling 1 week before the resolutions of the 
revolutionary committees were announced. It arrived in London, Paris, 
Geneva, Athens, Beirut, Bonn, Madrid and in the United States. 


If Libyans living abroad were to be eliminated regardless of their attitude 
toward the regime, there was no longer any alternative but to sacrifice 

time and money to oppose the existing regime as long as that regime did not 
hesitate to murder anyone who was living abroad regardless of his position. 


Salim al-Ratimi, a merchant who was not involved in politics, was assassina- 
ted; ‘Abd-al-Jalil ‘Arf, a merchant who was not politically involved, 

was assassinated; Muhammad Mustafa Ramadan, who gave his time to the cause 
of [slam in exile and who had left Libya many years before al-Qadhdhafi 

had come to power, was assassinated. 


Other people have been assassinated [also], and other assassination 
attempts are in the offing. 


Inside the country al-Qadhdhafi eliminated those who refused to cooperate 
with the regime even though they were devoted to their families, their 
businesses and their trade. Others were taken to detention camps—-there 
are 4,000 detainees--for no reason other than that they did not applaud 
the regime and cheer for it in processions. 


























Libyans abroad are being called upon to stand together, shoulder to 
shoulder and to work together and make financial contributions in order to 
expand the opposition so it can include all Libyan nationals abroad and 
become influential, effective and strong. 


Our homeless people abroad will remain homeless, and they will live under 
the threat of assassination and elimination every day unless they join 
forces and work together and not rely on the unilateral solutions that each 
person may devise apart from others. 


We must all understand and become aware of the fact that al-Qadhdhafi and 
his henchmen make no distinction between those who are working actively 
(against him] and those who are not. As long as they live abroad, all 
Libyans have been classified as enemies, and they have all been marked for 
assassination. 


Mahmud Nafi' 


This is another article the late Mahmud Nafi' wrote 
about al-Qadhdhafi's revolutionary committees and dic- 
tatorial governments. He wrote the article before his 
assassination. 


Revolutionary Committees and Dictatorial Governments Have the Same Style 


Whenever the colonel wants to sing his own praises and exoress his wishes 
and his admiration for himself, he would use terms [that would convey] 
humility. 


Al-Qadhdhati replaces his name with terms [such as] the Libyan people, 
the First of September Revolution or the masses. Anyone who has examined 
his speeches and his statements would find that he glorifies himself in 
most cases by using those terms. 


In the speech he made on 2 March 1980 on the anniversary of what he called 
the creation of al-Jamahiriyah and the declaration of "the people's power," 
which touk place on that date in 1977 in a remote village in Fazan that 
used to be called al-Qara but which he called al-Qahirah, one finds that he 
glorifies himself by using those terms that have been mentioned. However, 
the Libyan people do not claim for themselves what al-—Qadhdhafi is trying 
to attribute to them. The Libyan people did not call their country 
al-Jamahiriyah. Even the puppets of the so-called Peuple's Congress agreed 
unanimously to retain the name, the Libyan Arab Republic. But at the last 
moment and after the voting was completed, the colonel suggested the name 
and asked that [the change] be approved--without having the members go back 
to their principal congresses. He usually insists that they go back to 
their principal congresses when anyone else dares to make a suggestion. 
Naturally, his suggestion was approved. 


The slogan of "Power, Wealth and Arms for the People," was not devised 
by the people, but it was rather decreed and distorted by al-Qadhdhafi. 























All che other slogans and frameworks he created--the popular committees 
and the revolutionary committees--are his accomplishments and his brain- 
children. The people claim no credit for them. Al-Jamahiriyah was not estab- 
lished by the people or by the masses, uor did they create what he falsely 
named the establishment of the people's power. 


This vainglory which comes through loudly and clearly in al-—Qadhdhafi's 
voice and which resounds from his broadcasts is for his benefit alone. Our 
people, however, are resentful, and disgusted with his tyrannical vanities. 


Al-Qadhdhafi's address, however, did not lack assertions that there were 
among the Libyan people those who deserved to be physically eliminated and 
repressed. He was not able to refute the terror that was oppressing our 
people. He stated in his address, "What is happening in Libya these days is 
being carried out by the popular masses by means of the revolutionary com- 
mittees which they created." 


And here we ask, did the people even once or under false pretenses take 
part in choosing the revolutionary committees? 


Do the Libyan people even know the names of those specters? How were they 
chosen? Who are they? 


Al-Qadhdhafi is describing what is happening today as the work of the 
popular masses which is carried out by the revolutionary committees that 
were created by the popular masses. Everybody knows that the people do not 
know who are the members of the revolutionary committees. They make up more 
accurately a secret movement of intelligence [personnel], soldiers and 
tribesmen. 


Al-—Qadhdhafi describes the actions of the revolutionary committees, which 
are under way these days, as “actions that translate these revolutionary 
concepts. They are a practical expression of the use of these powers which 
the government had and which the masses now have. The masses are using 
those powers to practice dictatorship against their enemies. Today, those 
people against whom the Libyan people are practicing dictatorship are those 
who tried to exploit the powers of their positions unfairly, exploitatively 
and arbitrarily." 


Al-Qadhdhafi goes on to indicate that the dictatorial practices of the 
revolutionary committees are Like those of a dictatorial regime, except 
that the dictatorial practices of the revolutionary committees are carried 
out in the interests of the people. "A dictatorship opresses the masses, 
the workers and the students. Dictatorial governments use the same tools 
and the same powers which the revolutionary committees use in their prac- 
tices against the enemies of the people. These governments use those tools 
and powers to hurt the people and to practice dictatorship." 


Mahmud Nati’ 
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Human Rights and Basic Freedoms in al-Qadhdhafi's Dictatorship 


This report offers a quick survey and a brief review of human rights viola- 
tions in al-Qadhdhafi's al-Jamahiriyah. Al-Qadhdhafi has been ruling Libya 
since 1 September 1969. It was then that the people woke up to [the sounds 
of ] military music and the proclamation of a republic which had followed an 
announcement that the royal regime had been overthrown. The first and last 
king of that royal regime was King Muhammad Idris ai-Mahdi al-Sanusi who 
was crowned king of the country when Libya's independence was proclaimed on 
24 December 1952. 


Regardless of the political aspects and secrets that accompanied this event 
or led to it, al-Qadhdhafi, who was appointed chairman of the Revolutionary 
Command Council and promoted from first lieutenant to colonel on the eighth 
day of the revolution, is the one who continued to rule the country until 
this day. His autocratic control of the government is increasing daily. 
This [situation] has led to a lengthy and horrible series of acts of 
violence, oppression, repression, imprisonment and execution that are being 
carried out against citizens. This includes al-Qadhdhafi's colleagues who 
took part in the coup with him as well as civilians who were led to jail 
under different circumstances and detained for many years. They were all 
tried by special military courts, and tyrannical measures were taken 
against them in violation of the simplest legal principles and guarantees. 


We are not concerned at present with a political opinion of al-Qadhdhafi's 
regime as much as we are trying to conduct a detached and fair inves- 
tigation of the position of al-Qadhdhafi's regime on the universal decla- 
ration of human rights and of basic and political freedoms for citizens. We 
are supporting our report with documents issued by al-Qadhdhafi's regime. 
These documents consist of the following: 


First, the statements al-Qadhdhafi made in numerous speeches and in his 
statements to newspapers and broadcasts. 


Second, al-Qadhdhafi's laws and decrees which indicate a blatant violation 
of the Libyan citizen's basic human rights. 


Third, the practices of al-Qadhdhafi and his regime against the citizens 
when his statements, his speeches, his laws and his decrees are put into 
practice. 


Since this report will be backed up by the three aforementioned references, 
it has thus avoided as much as possible [basing its statements on] poli- 
tical opinion. The report adheres to objectivity and respects the spirit of 
scientific inquiry with regard to human rights. In this regard it is ser- 
ving the interests of historical truths. 


In the past, during 18 years of the royal regime the Libyan people have 
not had to face a wave of violence, repression, emergency courts and execu- 
tions such as that which they are facing at present. Regardless of the 
government's political form there was one constitution which provided 




















gu-*antees for citizens, such as the right to trial in a common court. No 
one was taken to court, and throughout that administration, not a single 
civilian or military emergency court was convened. 


No one was arrested by any means other than those of the common publi-= 
prosecution. At that time there weren't many judicial agencies: common and 
emergency; political and non-political. 


No one has ever established that the royal regime tortured any citizen, 
unless we were to consider in that regard a brawl between an officer and 
a prisoner due to some friction between them or to personal attack. 


No one's home was broken into to be searched unless a warrant from the 
public prosecutor's office had been obtained and all the legal measures in 
etfect had been taken. 


No one was ever accused or condemned except in accordance with the uniform 
penal code whose provisions comprise all violations and whose purpose is 
not particulary to protect the regime or fight its opponents. 


None of this means that there were no excesses. Nor does this mean that 
the former administration was perfect or ideal. 


One of the mosi significant errors of the former administration may be 

its failure to provide an opportunity for the sound development and growth 
of a political, democratic and organizational awareness among citizens. 

Not only did the former administration fail to provide such an opportunity, 
it also impeded that process of development and growth. This created a 
tremendous political and organizational vacuum in the country and prevented 
the emergence of firmly established institutions and organized movements. 
Thus the entire system collapsed when the 1969 coup took place. 


Although the establishment of political parties was not prohibited by laws, 
political parties and organizations did not exist publicly because the 
opportunity fer their establishment and their development was not avai-~- 
lable. The establishment of any political or commercial office required 

a permit from the government, and neo permit had hitherto been granted for 
the establishment of a political party by any one of the successive govern- 
ments in that era. Thus, citizens who were taken to court during the 18 
years of the royal administration because they were accused of forming 
parties--the Socialist Arab Ba'th party in 1961 and the Arab Nationalists 
in 1967--were accused by the public prosecutor's office of forming parties 
that had not been officially licensed. They were tried under the same 
Statute under which anyone who would open an office or a store without 

a permit from the responsible authorities would be tried. 


Although parties were not allowed to exist and, consequently, there were no 
organized opposition parties, the administration did not allow and did not 
try to form its own party that would have sole control over the government 
or force itself upon the people. There was, however, a parliament to which 
citizens nominated themselves on an individual basis. The parliament had 
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legislative powers: it could enact laws after debating them and voting over 
them. The parliament also had the right to withdraw confidence from the 
prime minister and from the Council of Ministers. 


The judicial authority was independent in accordance with the constitution. 
lt managed its own affairs through its own higher council, the Supreme 
Court Council. There was also a supreme court which considered suits filed 
by persons against any violation of the constitution. The supreme court 

had the right to rule that laws, statutes and administrative orders were 
unconstitutional if they violated the constitution or the rights guaranteed 
therein. 


The political analysis of the reasons for that administration's severe 
shortcomings in not allowing the creation of parties and in [tolerating] 
other excesses may go on at some length, but we are not engaged in a pro- 
cess of presenting a political critique of this administration or of 
al-Qadhdhafi's regime as much as we are concerned with an analysis of the 
constitutional and legal reality and the violations of the principles of 
human rights that are being committed by al-Qadhdhafi's regime, his con- 
stitution, his laws and his practices. 


It is also not the purpose of this article to make a comparison between 

two regimes. This article rather introduces us to the life which the Libyan 
citizen lived by [describing to us] the constitutional and legal form and 
substance [of that time] so we can compare them with those of the present. 
Briefly, there was a constitution which provided basic rights for citizens 
and [stipulated] the form of the state and its regime which was based on 
the independence of the legislative authority as vested in a bicameral 
parliament; of the executive authority, vested in the Council of ministers 
that would answer to the house of representatives which had the right to 
debate, endorse and decree laws, the state's budget and foreign and 
domestic policy; and of the judicial authority which monitored the applica- 
tion of the constitution and ensured that the laws, administrative decrees 
and measures conformed to the letter and the spirit of the constitution. 


This was the form of the royal administration--we wish to repeat that this 
administration was not perfect either in form or in practice--on 1 Septem- 
ber 1969 when junior officers in the armed forces carried out their coup. 
The names of the members of the Revolutionary Command Council were 
announced 2 months later. There were 12 officers in the council: the chair- 
man, First Lt Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi and 11 captains and first lieutenants. 


There was tremendous support for this coup and a general agreement that 
change was necessary. A state of neglect had been prevailing in the country 
especially recently. Libya had also not made adequate progress. In fact, 
the steps that had been taken to catch up with the times were few and had 
been made reluctantly. Elections on an individual basis [continued]; the 
shortcomings of some elections [lingered]; the establishment of parties was 
not allowed; and licensing for newspapers was restricted to a few trusted 
individuals or to those who were known to senior officials. A few newspaper 
licenses were revoked, in accordance with legal measures. The right of a 




















license holder to appeal an administrative decision that revoked his 
license was left unchanged, but the Supreme Court which considered his 
appeal usually ruled in favor of newspaper publishers. Citizens grew tired 
ot the old worn-out faces that had no new ideas to offer. The regime had 
not forged ahead energetically to assimilate the changes that had come over 
society. A broad class of university graduates had emerged, and that group 
of people did not have enough opportunities to take their rightful place 
Lin society] especially with regard to having more freedom to express them- 
selves politically by forming parties and organizations that would give 
shape to this change and by having a press that had more freedom to depict 
all this. All these matters were behind the preliminary support that 
citizens gave the 1969 coup. They were hoping for a better future in which 
the erirors and excesses of the past would be avoided, a future that would 
lead te a freer and a happier life. 


Once more, we are not engaged in a process of evaluating the excesses and 
the errors of the past administration. These have already been mentioned 
and they led the people to support the coup. In addition, there were 
[other] tactors: a desire for change, fear, greed, neglect, and the lack of 
the people's experience with military government. However, the previous 
account remains useful for any introduction to a discussion of the back- 
ground of the Libyan citizen and society and the climate that was prevalent 
in Libya before al-Qadhdhafi's military movement [came to power]. 


Al-Qadhdhafi's Regime 





The support which many of the people gave the coup was used by those who 
were in charge of the movement to make them more vain and more precipitous 
in having the destiny of the people determined by the Revolutionary Command 
Council. This was the military council which was proclaimed on the radio 2 
months after the coup. 


Despite the existence of this council, no one but al-Qadhdhafi had the 
right to make a statement or a proclamation or to define a domestic or 
foreign position. 


One of the first actions which may be considered a preliminary step to the 
imposition of a political form on the country was that "dialogue" which 

was organized in May 1970 under the name, "A Debate on Revolutionary 
Thought."' More than 300 intellectuals and educated persons were invited 

to participate in that debate which was headed by al-Qadhdhafi. Many people 
expressed their opinions on the country's government and its future during 
that debate. 


It later became evident that al-Qadhdafi had convened this debate to "trap" 
intellectuals, find out their opinions, pigeonhole them and deal with them 
on that basis. Actually many people who expressed opinions that 
al-—Qadhdhafi did not like were later subjected to imprisonment and 
persecution. 


Ever since that debate the lines and the form of that government which 
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al-Qadhdhafi intended to impose [on the people] became clearer. It was 
during the debate on revolutionary thought al—Qadhdhafi cried out, "It is 
our opinion that we do not need to proclaim a constitution. We can make a 
constitutional proclamation to indicate the fact that there is a Revolu- 
tionary Command Council which is empowered by the people to govern the 
country." 


The Revolutionary Command Council had issued a constitutional proclamation 
giving itself all the legislative, executive and judicial powers. We will 
deal with this matter subsequently in the second part of this report which 
deals with legislation. 


With regard to al-Qadhdhafi's position on the basic rights which the people 
had been yearning for and expecting, al-Qadhdhafi announced [the following] 
in his address on 19 September 1969 in al-Shuhada' [Martyrs'] Square in 
Tripoli: 


"Brothers, after today there are to be no parties. Oh, brothers, the 
national unity that brings the Libyan people together cannot under any 
circumstances be subject to fragmentation and to partisanship. After today, 
there are to be no parties. Under no circumstances whatsoever can the door 
be opened to parties, under no circumstances whatsoever." 


It is evident here that al-Qadhdhafi's emphasis on this matter, a few days 
after the coup, was designed to prepare the conditions and the climate for 
the imposition of a military government that was a far cry from a democ- 
racy, especially after it became evident that the reason behind the 
people's support for the coup was their desire to establish a sound poli- 
tical lite and to bring an end to all the obstacles that used to exist for 
organized political action and for the freedom of opinion. Al-Qadhdhafi's 
emphasis on preventing organized political action precluded the possibility 
that any political movement or political organization may emerge to which 
people can make an effective contribution for the purpose of enriching 
political life [in the country] and developing it toward something better. 
Al-Qadhdhafi thereby also placed all the controls in his own hands. 


it seems that al-—Qadhdhafi had made this plan with deliberation so as to 
escalate the hostility and the attack against any organized political 
action as the premise groups of people would adopt to express their opinion 
freely. Therefore, he focused in most of his speeches on repeating his 
condemnation of parties. In order to discourage any constructive dialogue 
that might lead to a view of the form the regime might assume, he issued 
before the debate on revolutionary thought was convened an open threat to 
those who were to participate in it. This threat was made when the Revolu- 
tionary Command Council issued its decree regarding "protecting the revolu- 
tion."' We will review this decree in the second part of this report. 


The decree incriminated anyone who engaged in "provocative publicity 
against the regime;"" "aroused hatred and disunity among the classes of the 
people;'' “spread rumors or stories about the political or economic con- 
dition in the country;"" "spread rumors;"' or "took part in a demonstration 
or a strike." 
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Al-Qadhdhafi's regime was extremely tyrannical. It launched vicious, suc-— 
cessive attacks against parties and against any organized political action 
before it confronted any party, group or organization, regardless of its 
size. The regime was setting up the rules and the toundations for estab- 
lishing its total control on the country's capabilities by means of the 
fiery speeches that al-Qadhdhafi gave and the threats and promises that he 
made. These were followed by laws and decrees that established as law what 
was stated in those speeches. All this was taking place despite the fact 
that no political party had emerged and no organized political action, no 
matter how insignificant, had surfaced. All this was done despite the sup- 
port that was shown by most intellectuals who had political opinions. 
Al-Qadhdhafi's objective in launching those successive, vicious attacks was 
to establish the total alienation of those people from the masses and to 
bar them from any role that would allow them to participate in building the 
State on new democratic foundations. Al-Qadhdhafi's position, as it turned 
out later, was an indication of his dissatisfaction with intellectuals and 
his hatred for them. It also paved the way for the persecution to which 
they were later subjected by al-Qadhdhafi's regime. 


Al-Qadhdhafi soon universalized and wrote into law his thoughts and 
opinions on the form of the political regime. He summarized those thoughts 
and opinions in the constitutional proclamation which was an expression of 
his speeches and his views. He gave the Revolutionary Command Council, that 
is, himself, all legislative, executive and judicial powers without pro- 
viding for any supervision over these absolute powers. He had the right to 
enact laws and decrees and to execute them as he saw fit. He was the one to 
form special boards of inquiry and emergency courts, and he would so so 
without legal controls to guide him or guarantees for those who would stand 
accused in front of these bodies. Soon after that a series of laws and 
decrees began piling up, day after day. 


Al-Qadhdhafi issued a decree forming a public prosecution office which 

has the functions of investigating any case or any person who may be turned 
over to it by the Revolutionary Command Council. No common legal measures 
are to be observed in an investigation or in anyone's detention. This 
prosecution office is still in existence today. 


Al-Qadhdhafi also issued a decree forming the People's Court. It was 
chaired by a member of the Revolutionary Command Council. An army officer 
and a police officer were members. At first the court also included a mem- 
ber of the judiciary and a clergyman, but both were later removed from 

the court. 


This People's Court is not subject to any law. It can hear any case against 
any citizen or citizens brought to it by the prosecution office. It makes 
the judgement whether the charge that's been made is a crime or not, and it 
has the power to determine any penaity it deems appropriate. Despite all 
these unreasonable and abnormal power; despite the fact that al-Qadhdhafi 
chooses its members--and at the outset most of them were military men but 
then later all of them were military men who had absolutely nothing to do 
with the law and made no distinction between a military function and the 


























neutrality and propriety of a judicial function; despite the fact that 
al-Qadhdhafi controls who is taken to court and what charges are to be : 
brought against him through his control of the public prosecution office; 
despite all this and as an indication of his unruly desire to control and 
dominate, al-Qadhdhafi was not satisfied with all this. He retained the 
power to confirm the verdicts of the People's Court and the right to amend 
those verdicts by increasing or reducing the sentences. Despite all 
previous precautions, all of which would inflict heavy penalties on defen- 
dant , al-Qadhdhafi feared that the People's Court may sentence a defendant 
to a penalty that he would consider inadequate. Therefore, he took the 
precaution of retaining the power to confirm the verdicts of the court. 
This confirmation was not to be ceremonial. He has never reduced a sentence 
issued by the People's Court. In fact, his decisions have always been to 
confirm those sentences or at most to increase the penalty, as we shall see 
later. 


Furthermore, al-Qadhdhati declared at the first convention of the united 
free officers that he had made a mistake by not changing some of the sen- 
tences to execution. In practical terms, that declaration was s‘gnificant 
since al-Qadhdhafi had already eliminated those he wanted to get rid of, 
and the sentences were of no significance in view of what he himself 
thought even if these sentences had been handed down by a sham court that 
was totally subject to him. 


Al-Qadhdhafi's Statements 


Al-Qadhdhafi's laws and his outrageous decrees were issued while he was 
making plans to persecute every person or persons who would think of 
opposing him, of assuming an independent position or of subscribing to an 
opinion that differed from what he was saying and from the ideas he was 
repeating to outline the form of the new regime that he wanted to impose 
because it was suitable to his ambitions. On several occasions he arrested 
a few citizens and accused them of engaging in party activity. In 1972 at a 
press conference held at the University of Libya before the enactment of 
the law that made membership in a party a crime he stated the following. 
What he said that day along with his speeches and statements were included 
in a volume published in 1973 by Libya's Ministry of Information as Volume 
One. 





[He was asked]: "You said that anyone who joins a party is a traitor. What 
do you mean by this statement? Does this mean that the thinking process is 
to be confined and restricted to one mold only? Please explain this 
Statement." 


[Al-Qadhdhafi replied], "Of course, there are to be no parties after today. 
This is indisputable. At any rate the answer to that question has been 
clear ever since the day we proclaimed that slogan. But it seems that the 
person who asked the question belonged to a party for some time and wants 
to be sure. Now that the revolution has been realized, and all the slogans 
have been put into effect and implemented, there is no longer any purpose 
for any party. This means that [anyone who forms a party] is dissatisfied 
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with the regime. This is because when a person becomes involved with a 
party and proclaims its slogans, his action means that these slogans which 
are proclaimed by the revolution are inconsistent with his slogans and that 
he wants to overthrow the new regime. The revolution cannot permit any 
attempt to overthrow it. It will come down harshly and mercilessly on those 
who make such an attempt. What do the parties want to accomplish other than 
freedom, socialism and unity?" 


At the same press conference he said, "We do not want parties, and we said 
anyone who joins a party is a traitor. We do not want someone to form a 
party for communists, someone else to form a party for nationalists and 
another to form a party for patriots." 


In his statement to university students he said, "If you were to form a 
party and to become active in it after the revolution, your action means 
that you are dissatisfied with the revolution and are working against it. 
This is considered treason. Anyone who works against the revolution of the 
Libyan people is considered a traitor. Anyone who secretly or openly joins 
a perty after the revolution is considered a traitor. This is as far as the 
Libyan Arab Republic is concerned. As far as the other Arab countries are 
concerned, they are free to do as they wish." 





In the course ot promoting his political party al-Qadhdhafi cautioned that 
the only organization through which citizens can be politically active or 
practice their political rights is that of his Socialist Union party. 


He said, "Brothers, with the establishment of the Arab Socialist Union 

in the Libyan Arab Republic, the people have finally eliminated any divi- 
siveness in their ranks. They have thus finally eliminated the swindlers 
and the pseudo philosphers who are afflicted with the disease of advoca- 
ting parties. They are advocates of division, and they import childish 
theories trom abroad. Today, by joining the Arab Socialist Union the Libyan 
people are proving that this nation has actually applied the slogan that 
this nation coined after the revolution: no parties after today, and anyone 
who joins a party is a traitor. There are to be no parties within the Socia- 
list Union which brings together farmers, workers, intellectuals, revolu- 
tionaries, national capitalists and soldiers. 


"Brothers, it is the nation which is the party of significance, and there 
are to be no parties within the ranks of the nation. There is no place for 

intellectuals who want to form their own party, and there is no place for 

any swindler to come and talk down to a class of people and form a party 

for himself." 


Al-Qadhdhafi praised his own party when he said at a press conference in 
Tripoli on 13 Rabi' al-Awwal 1393 Hegira, "The Socialist Union is the ideal 
framework. It is the best organization that includes all the forces of the 
working people." 


Soon, however, al-Qadhdhafi destroyed the Socialist Union. Among the rea- 
sons for this action was the fact that this formula had failed to win the 
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confidence of the masses. Perhaps more importantly was al-Qadhdhafi's fear 
of any lingering organization, notwithstanding the fact that that organiza- 
tion was subordinate to him and subject to his will. 


It was after the failure and the collapse of the Socialist Union that the 
trilogy of his Green Book appeared. In that book he stipulated that he 

who joined a party was a traitor and that a party system, whether one or 
several parties were involved, constituted a clear case of dictatorship. 
The Socialist Union which al-Qadhdhafi had promoted extensively, praised 
lavishly and considered the ideal framework came to an end, and the 
people's committees emerged. These were later curbed even though they were 
almost totally subject to ai-Qadhdhafi and even though they were considered 
in the Green Book the foundation of democracy and its final, radical and 
only solution. Al-Qadhdhafi then came up with the revolutionary committees 
which are not to be found in the Green Book, and he announced that they 
were to direct and guide the actions of the people's committees and their 
applications of the substance of his opinions on democracy, on the economy 
and on society. 


But al-Qadhdhafi's campaign against parties and against the freedom to 
engage in political activity continued. 


"There are to be no parties, no splitting [of the people] and no division 
[among them]. It is for this reason that membership in parties is con- 
sidered high treason because it undermines national unity, and we must be 
careful about the natural national unity of the homogeneous Libyan people." 





What one notices here is that these are the statements that al-Qadhdhafi 
made in 1972 before his opinions on democracy, popular committees and then 
revolutionary committees were published. It was these opinions that led to 
discord, disunity, disintegration and persecution. Al-Qadhdhafi stated 
afterwards that 'Abd-al-Nasir's error lay in the fact that he did not break 
up the struggle and that he tried to preserve what he ca’led national unity 
and protect it within the organization of the Socialist Union. Therefore, 
Nasirism came to an end with his death. 


Al-Qadhdhafi also said, "Brothers, we do not need communism because we are 
more advanced than the communists. We do not need an Islamic party because 


we are an Islamic nation. The Arab nation carries some weight on the Earth." 


In the course of an interview he had with the correspondent of the Beirut 
magazine, AL-MISA', al-Qadhdhafi said the following: 


The correspondent [asked], "What about the decision that has to do with con- 
sidering a member of a party a traitor?" 


Al-Qadhdhafi interrupted me, “What about it?" 





I (the correspondent) said, "This is a serious matter. We can understand 
that you in the Revolutionary Command Council can be opposed to party 
attiliations, knowing that you took over power as politicians more than as 











military men. Now, however, the Revolutionary Command Council is announcing 
that every party member is a traitor, and it goes so far as to say that any 
political group that opposes the revolution is considered treacherous! 
Don't you think that this is a form of intellectual terrorism?" 


Al-Qadhdhafi replied, "It was parties that fragmented [the unity of ] 
Muslims. Had it not been for parties the great civil strife could have 
ended. Maybe after 100 years we will need parties, but at this stage we 
need 100 years without parties." 


1, (the correspondent) said, "Let us assume that you arrested a Libyan 
and accused him of establishing a party or working with a party. Will you 
enforce the death sentence against him?" 


Al-Qadhdhafi replied, "Yes, this was a warning I issued for the first time. 
Any member of a party to whom the incriminating articles of party affilia- 
tion apply--those articles that were issued by the Revolutionary Command 
Council--will be executed." 


This interview was published in the first volume of the colonel's speeches, 
statements and interviews until 1973. The volume was published by Libya's 
Ministry of Information. 


The Zawarah Speech and che Five Points 


Following Israel's criminal act of shooting down a civilian Libyan airplane 
over Sinai, al-Qadhdhafi reacted harshly to the victims and the innocent 
citizens who were hurt by Israel's horrifying crimes instead of retaliating 
against Israel which had committed the crime. He did that to cover up his 
shametul failure to react appropriately to that crime in which close to 100 
Libyan citizens lost their lives and to terrorize the citizens who had 
asked the government to take appropriate measures against such action 
instead of making speeches and issuing statements. Citizens had demon- 
strated and burned the building of the Socialist Union in Benghazi after 
seeing the bodies of about 50 Libyan citizens, who were victims of the 
airplane incident, brought to Benghazi Airport. He quickly proclaimed what 
came to be known the Zawarah address on 12 Rabi' al-Awwal 1393 Hegira 
(April 1973). In that bloody address he outlined a new stage of viciousness 
and revealed more clearly the violent, repressive intentions [he was har- 
boring]. In the Zawarah address al-Qadhdhafi proclaimed what have come to 
be known as the tive points. These are: 


Repealing the Laws 


First, all laws are to be repealed as of the date of the address. 
“Al-Qadhdhati thus gave himself total freedom to execute, imprison and 
detain anyone he wishes without the need for laws and controls and trials 
and measures. Even the harsh laws and decrees that he had issued and 
imposed on the people according to his wishes--and they were all cruel and 
harsh--had given him absolute powers and made him prosecutor, judge and 
executioner without giving defendants any guarantees. Even these laws no 
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lounger satisfied his wrath or his propensity to be repressive and cruel. In 
the Zawarah address al—Qadhdhafi had said, "First of all, all laws that are 
in effect at present are to be repealed, and the penalties and measures 

are to be carried out immediately." 


Detaining Intellectuals 


Second, all intellectuals who are educated, whose ideas and opinions are 
not congruent with those of al-Qadhdhafi and his orders are to be elimi- 
nated, arrested and done away with. This point was one of al-Qadhdhafi's 
most important objectives in the Zawarah address. He found an opportunity 
to get rid of any possibility that there be an enlightened voice, opinion, 
or idea that was not automatically subservient and subject to him. He 
accused intellectuals of everything from being agents to treason, subjuga- 
tion and atheism to pave the way for their elimination. In the Zawarah 
address in April 1973 al-—Qadhdhafi had said, "The country must be purged of 
all those who are sick. Anyone who is heard talking about communism, 
Marxism or atheism will be put in jail. I will issue an order to the minis- 
ter of the interior to purge any group of those sick people. If I find 
anyone from the Muslim Brothers ot from the Islamic Liberation party, we 
will put him in jail. Anyone who advocates western thought or capitalism 

is sick, and will be imprisoned." 


One day after the Zawarah address al-Qadhdhafi reiterated what he had said. 


"Members of parties will be arrested because the Muslim Brothers do not 
represent Islam. Likewise, the Islamic Liberation party does not represent 
Islam, but rather reactiunaries. Communists are agents, and all members 

of parties have connections with circles of western or communist colonia- 
lism. Accordingly, I declared that they must be removed. Those who have 
partisan inclinations or objectives and who are members of parties must be 
put in jail so they can pay the price of their crime. After that, we will 
begin treating them: those who go back to their senses will be released 
from jail and watched until they walk the straight path, but those who are 
hopeless cases will be punished mercilessly." 





Al-Qadhdhafi held a press conference in Tripoli on 13 May 1973, 1 month 
after the Zawarah address. 


At that press conference al-Qadhdhafi affirmed, "The Muslim Brothers and 

the communists are not advocates of an ideology; they are agents. They 

are people who get their orders from communist embassies and who give infor- 
mation to communist embassies. They receive money and orders from communist 
embassies, just like the agents of the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency. 
These are the communists. The Muslim Brothers receive the same instruc- 
tions from western embassies and from people living in Europe." 


Burning Books 


Third, all books that do not conform to al—Qadhdhafi's ideas are to be 
burned. 
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"[T will burn and tear up all books that are imported and misleading. I will 
launch a revolution against libraries and universities and everything in 
print. We will burn all misleading ideas so that all the sickly, the feeble- 
minded and the beatles can be removed. These are sick people who contrac- 
ted the disease from the misleading reactionary books of the east and the 
west, from eastern and western communism and from capitalism. We will burn 
these books, and we will also burn those who will stand by them." 


In the same Zawarah address al-Qadhdhafi said, "0 people [of Libya], des- 
troy all the bookstores and the libraries from which the stench of imported 
ideas, reactionary ideas, capitalist ideas and communist, Jewish ideas 
emanates." 


Terrorizing Civil Servants 


Fourth, administrations are to be taken over and civil servants are fo be 
attacked, fired and replaced by those who took over the administrations 
with al-Qadhdhati's permission and at his instigation. Al-Qadhdhafi took 
advantage of the chaos he created and got rid of many of the people he did 
not want because, in his judgment, they were not carrying out his tyran- 
nical, illegal orders as promptly as he wanted them to, without having 
discussions or raising questions about their legality. Thus the unruly mobs 
which al-Qadhdhafi let loose on government administrations, organizations 
and agencies spread corruption throughout these agencies, striking down, 
removing from office and imprisoning whomever they chose and then appoin- 
ting in their place whomever they chose, or rather those ignorant 
uneducated persons that al-Qadhdhafi chose. They fired university pro- 
tfessors, and they even revoked the doctorate degrees of some people whom 
they labeled "illiterate." Al-Qadhdhafi appointed a maie nurse director of 
a hospital; a janitor, principal of a school. It was in this precipitous, 
loathsome manner that matters went on in the aftermath of al-Qadhdhafi's 
Zawarah address. 


Ak-Qadhdhafi thereby brought about what he had wanted: using people against 
each other and sowing dissension among them. This was something which poli- 
tical parties and organizations, which al-Qadhdhafi had harshly attacked 
and denied them permits, would not have thought of doing. Thus the process 
of stifling political liberties and opposition opinions in the context of 
[attacking] political parties was not intended to bring about "national 
unity," “prevent dissension within the same society" or "preserve social 
peace,'' as al-Qadhdhati used to say when he strongly forbad the existence 
of any political organization. It has been established that these three 
slogans do not represent his real objective. For he has no concern for 
suciety, for its unity and for its cohesiveness. Quite the contrary, his 
real objective was and still is to sow dissetision and hostility among citi- 
zens; to create hatred, rancor and disunity among them; and to forestall 
any cooperation or coordination among them so that he would have a free 
hand in exercising power and control while citizens remain preoccupied in 
their own disputes. 


Announcements abuut the people's committees’ meetings and adjournments as 
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well as their decisions to fire and hurt people and to appoint adminis- 
tration chiets and civil servants were made in an unruly, provocative, 
precipitous manner that did not follow any democratic method. Instead, 
these decisions followed a method of contention, expulsion and attack. No 
election was held, nor was there a selection process. Decisions were 
endorsed and announced without the knowledge of the group that made and 
sent them. The popular committees were not defined; their members were not 
known; nor did they follow any clearly defined bylaws. Al-Qadhdhafi 
endorsed those decisions that suited him, and those decisions were 
announced and carried out. The decisions that did not appeal to him were 
ignored and forgotten. However, nobody knew who these people's committees 
were that made those decisions, and nobody knew who were their members. 
Such obscure, ambiguous and ill-defined matters allowed al-Qadhdhafi a 
greater opportunity to do what he wished and to carry out whatever he 
wanted. 


Ever since those moments al—Qadhdhafi has intensified his blatant attacks 
on political freedoms or rather on basic freedoms. 


"Anyone who wants to go ahead with us is welcome, but anyone who stays 
away will be trampled underfoot."' [He said that in] the Zawarah address. 


"Walk all over any bourgeois bureaucrat; destroy him and get rid of him 
forever." [He said that in] an address in Tripoli, 1 day after the Zawarah 
address. 


"There are those who have a doctorate but who are considered illiterate." 


"Students can now remove the dean of a coilege from his position. If the 
people's committees in any city now wish to remove the chief or the gover- 
nor from his office, all the laws that stand in their way are suspended. 
They can remove him; they can put him in prison; they can put him in prison 
anid appoint another chief or another governor." 


That statement was made at the press conference held in Tripoli on 10 Rabi' 
al-Aakhar 1393 Hegira, 13 May 1973 A.D. 


Terrorizing Citizens 


Fitth, weapons were distributed to a few select individuals in general to 
strike even more terror in citizens’ hearts and also to create another 
armed power to tace the armed forces so as to restrain them. 


"I will give weapons tuo all those who believe in the revolution of the 
Ist of September, but the weapons will be turned on anyone who is against 
the people's revolution." 


Immediately atter al-Qadhdhafi's address in Zawarah an intense campaign 
ot public intelligence was launched against all known intellectuals, 
writers and men of letters in Libya. They were all arrested [at their 
places of work] in broadcasting [stations], newspaper [offices] and in 














their [own] offices. Some of them were older men who were taken away from 
their mosques and their homes. This was the campaign that included almost 
1,000 persons. It was the broadest campaign of arrests after the arrest of 
Lt Col Musa Ahmad, Lt Col Adam al-Hawwaz and their group of military men. 
Another group that was called the Fazzan conspiracy group was arrested. 
Among that group were 'Abd-al-Mawli Daghman, Ma'tuq Adam, Bur Hayl, Nijm 
and others. We will refer to this in detail [below]. 


This broad campaign of arrests scared even the civilian leaders of the 
Socialist Union who found that the people's committees had not left anyone 
immune to attack, defamation and public denunciation. They found that the 
revolutionary committees were competing with the Socialist Union in many of 
its activities. They may have feared that the wave of arbitrary arrests 
would include them too. Dissatisfaction among the people grew, and the 
conduct of the popular committees was timidly brought up for discussion in 
the meeting halls of the Socialist Union congress. This caused al-Qadhdhafi 
to express his opinion on this campaign. He did that at the general con- 
gress on 9 November 1974. 


Al-Qadhdhafi then said, "A final observation on [the questions] raised 

by a number of members who spoke about the police and a few other matters. 
We have detained some people; they are a small group of Muslim Brothers 
whose confessions were broadcast on television. We have also detained a 

few communists and a few people from a group who call themselves the 
Islamic Liberation army. That group is a very small group. You have all 
seen their confessions on television. The fact is that after the revolu- 
tion, and specifically at the Tripoli conference, as far as I remember, 
between 1969 and 1970, I announced that he who joins a party is a traitor. 
We were going tu forgive and forget the past, and anyone who had formed a 
party in the past would be praised for his effort and not condemned because 
he made an eftort to save Libya either through Islam or through communism. 
But after our victory, thanks to God, we said that we wanted to establish 
an alliance with each other and anyone who would join a party would be a 
traitor. There is no need for us to divide ourselves into factions and 
schools. Some people complied with this appeal. Among them was a group of 
young people ot the Ba'th party whom I knew. I could have drawn up lists of 
their names and of the names of others who were members of parties before 
the revolution because I've been with that crowd and I tried to find out 
who their leaders were. They cannot hide themselves from me. The least that 
we can do is to take their leaders into custody so that we can find out who 
are the people who make up the rest of the membership. I know much more 
(‘about them} than the investigative authorities know. There are people who 
belong to some party organizations who are not under arrest and who have 
had no restrictions imposed on them by the Ministry of the Interior. But I 
know who they are, and the investigation office does not. 


"There is also another group with which I am personally familiar. They 
complied with the appeal and they were convinced [by our argument]. This 
indicates that they were truthful in their first actions to save the 
country. But when they realized that the country had been saved, they 
joined the revolution. I personally have considerable appreciation for them 
because they are committed. 
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"Maj al-Khawildi al-Hamidi new has documented evidence about a communist 
group [of people} who were originally Arab nationalists. They became com- 
munists after the command turned communist. Al-Hamidi has authentic and 
very serious documented evidence that I myself have examined and ascer- 
tained. [Among this evidence are] fallacious analyses of the social struc- 
ture, of the bourgevisie, and of where aristocracy, feudalism and mili- 
tarism can be found. These analyses are intended to mislead people. They 
are nonsense. Then these people conclude that they must destroy the existing 
suciety so they can build a society of dictatorship which must do away with 
the remaining classes. This means that all our efforts would be wasted-- 
those efforts through which we had tried to create a society of homogeneous 
groups that can solve their problems by themselves peacefully, narrow the 
differences between people peacefully and recognize the natural differences 
that God created among people. Had it not been for these differences and 
these distinctions, Life would have ceased." 





--A tootnote: These opinions are no longer espoused by al-Qadhdhafi after 
his Third Theory, especially the economic part [of it]. 


"These groups say that strife is the reason for development, and they say 
they want an end to the strife. All right, if strife ends, that means that 
development will cease. I am not talking with them from a dialectal perspec- 
tive, even though it is possible to refute easily every one of their state- 
ments. However, i am saying that their analyses are dangerous; that their 
analyses have led them to conspire; to collect weapons; to form secret 
cells; and to refer to each other by numbers [such as] number 15 and 16." 


--A tootnote: At their trial these groups were not accused of conspiring 
against the regime or of having weapons, nor was this established. They 
were accused of violating the law that made membership in a party a crime. 


"Ot course this is not the time for that. We will not allow it. No country 
in the world would allow its regime to be subjected to an undercover con- 
spiracy. Such persons are real criminals, at least from my point of view. 
And I am in power because this power was seized by means of the revolution. 
A person who wants to do the same is considered opposed to the revolution, 
and we have to get rid of him. Anyone who stands in the revolution's way, 
whether he dues so on the eve of the lst of September, on the 8th or on the 
90th eve of the revolution must be removed by the revolution. Now when we 
arrest someone who is against the revolution, he is treated in the same 
manner that the one who was arrested one evening in 1969, in 1970 or in 
1980 was treated. There is no difference between them. You must understand 
this. Did anyone object to us when we arrested the army officers who were 
in power on the eve of the revolution? Did anyone say that what we did was 
a crime, that it was against freedom and that it was a case of dictator- 
ship? No one said that. The outbreak of a revolution requires the removal 
of those who were previously in control. When we arrest anyone who stands 
in the revolution's way now, [our actions] are not to be considered anti- 
freedom or dictatorial or anything. We form alliances on the course of the 
revolution so we can solve our problems. [Sometimes] we scold and we 
challenge each other, but we do so within [a framework ot | agreement, and 
we do so in public. 




















"A person who stands up in a mosque or on a street and arouses sectari- 
anism, factionalism or partisanship or raises doubts about the revolution 
will be taken into custody. No country in the world would allow something 
like that." 


--A tootnote: The public prosecution did not accuse the defendants of par- 
tisanship in front of the People's Court which considers cases of instiga- 
ting sectarianism or factionalism. They were accused and convicted of 
nothing more than forming a party, regardless of its purpose or its style. 
This is in accordance with the law that considers affiliation with a party 
a crime. A party does not have to have sectarian purposes or believe in 
violence as a means [tor achieving one or another of its objectives] in 
order for membership in it to be a crime. Any association or party that is 
formed, regardless of its form, its objective or its style is considered 
criminal. 


"The prophet did not allow this. The prophet demolished a mosque, and 
people then said we will face the Ka'bah and we will operate one minaret 
whose call to prayer we will follow. When they were questioned [about what 
they said}, they replied, 'We are free to see Islam in a way other than 
that in which you see it.' We will build a mosque here, and we will talk 
with people about this matter in the same way you do in the revolution. 
Then someone else would come and say I want to launch a revolution! The 
fact that the prophet tore down a mosque is a legally binding precedent and 
not just a prophetic tradition. The Sunna is what the prophet actually did 
and is a legally binding precedent. The destruction of that mosque was a 
legally binding precedent which we are following." 


After his theory was published in his Green Book al-Qadhdhafi announced 
that the prophet, may God biess him and grant him salvation, was merely 

a messenger and that we did not have to follow his statements or his 
example, nor was it our duty to do either. He announced the repeal of the 
noble Prophetic Tradition in its entirety and said that no attention should 
be paid to it. He also declared that the Holy Koran concerned itself with 
matters of the hereafter and dealt very Little with matters of this life, 
such as marriage and divorce. This is according to al-Qadhdhafi's curious 
thinking. See his well-known deviant address whose text is published in the 
Libyan newspaper, AL-FAJR AL-JADID, 30 Rajab 1398 Hegira, 5 July 1978. 


"Sooner or later we will destroy any cell that anyone buiids. The truth 
is that this group whose analyses I read is a very dangerous group." 


--A footnote: Al-Qadhdhafi was referring to the analyses that he claimed 
were written by a partisan group and that he alone had read. No one knows 
where these documents were published, but it is likely that they consist of 
a sheaf of handwritten papers found in the possession of one of those who 
had been arrested. They were probably a summary of a few books as was men- 
tioned in the public prosecution's statements at the trial which did not 
establish that any group printed or distributed any leaflet. Furthermore, 
no weapons anc conspiracy were mentioned in any indictment. 








Al-Qadhdhati continued his speech and said, “When we announced that anyone 
who joins a party is a traitor, we gave party members an adequate period 

of time to turn away from those parties. Some did and some didn't. Finally, 
we enacted a law that made membership in a party a crime, and we announced 
a 30-day period of grace for people to renounce their party affiliations. 
Those people did not come forward. 


"We did not do them an injustice; they did themselves an injustice. Whether 
they are your children, your brothers or your fathers, they did themselves 
an injustice. This is how we must judge them as long as the law gave them 
an opportunity [to relent]. The law is made for everyone and applies to 
anyone who engages in such an action which we accepted as an alternative. 
If one did not know about the law, that is his business. I will not drag 
people from their homes and put the law in front of them and tell them this 
(or that] is forbidden. It a person chooses to ignore a law, that is his 
choice. He is the one who places himself in prison. In fact, they were the 
ones who led themselves into arrest; no one led them to prison. Why aren't 
the people who are here under arrest, and why are those others under 
arrest? Because they are the ones who accepted this for themselves. They 
did what we told them was forbidden. Those people have a serious case, and 
our party affiliation law will be applied to them. 


"The point we want to make out of all this is that when the common courts, 
the prosecution and the police questioned them on the common case, the 
measures [that were followed] were not proper in accordance with the laws. 
Although they are members of parties and all the documented evidence 
against them is unequivocal--statements in their own handwriting and recor- 
dings ot their voices--the measures by which this evidence was seized were 
not proper. 


"An example of that was stated yesterday by ‘Umar al-Hamidi, who, I be- 
Lieve, is a graduate of the College of Law. He said that evidence gatherec 
illegally is not valid evidence. This is a principle of jurisprudence in 
the law. So although the fact that the criminals committed the crime is 
established, because the measures that were followed with them were nct 
legal, the common courts may yet find them innocent [and acquit them]. 

I met with the judges and they proposed this matter to me, saying that we 
had to establish a state security prosecution and state security courts. 
Nothing may happen to those who were tried by a common court even though we 
know they are members of parties and the law that considers membership in 
parties a crime applies to them. However, the measures that are in front of 
us violate our laws. [They advised me] to enact a special law to allow us 
to do these things. 


"But I consider state security, state security prosecution and the armed 
police aspects of terrorism. We began to have a sense of our freedom, and 
we cannot walk on the right side simply because there is an armed indi- 
vidual who tells us to walk on the right side. We want this terrorist pheno- 
menon to come to an end. The truth is that I still refuse enacting a state 
security law and creating a state security prosecution and a state security 
court. [ approve only of the People's Court which will continue with-us as 
long as there are questivons that require consideration." 


NO 
V1 











--A footnote: Nevertheless, a law establishing a state security prosecution 
was enacted. It was later called al-Jamahiriyah State Prosecution. The 

law eliminated all guarantees for citizens. None of ‘its measures or actions 
tor arresting people, searching them or for determining the length of their 
detention was subject to appeal. 


"This is a people's court and not a military court. It is made up of all 
classes of people." 


A tootnote: This is not true. The presiding judge on the court is an 
officer in the army, and so is one of the members of the court. The third 
member of the court is a police officer. The clergyman and the judge [who 
sat on the court] were disqualified in all the cases that were brought to 
court concerning parties and students. 


The People's Court handles cases that pertain tuo Islamic law, civilian law 
and positive law. It has a military man and a policeman. It is in fact a 
people's court, and its deliberations are democratic. It does not have 
traitors and conspirators as is the case in the Arab countries in front of 
al-Mahdawi's court. 


"I think that having special courts and arming the police are tools of 
repression that convey a form of terror. We rebelled against tools of rep- 
ression, and the judges agreed with me that special courts and the armed 
police were tools of repression. [They told me] 'If you do not want these, 
you must change the criminal procedures law and the civilian penal code.' 
Therefore, we must make amendments in the procedures law and in the penal 
code." 


A footnote: Numerous intelligence departments and their branches abound in 
al-Qadhdhati's terrorist regime in his Jamahiriyah. There are many other 
special agencies of repression, and these are under the direct command 

of al-Qadhdhafi's relatives, and among them is Khalifah Ahnish. All of 
these agencies are killing, imprisoning and torturing citizens without any 
regard for the law or tor human principles. 


"The penal code [must stipulate] that any crime committed in society, 
whether it is a political crime that affects the security of the state 

or the security of a family, must be looked into by the prosecution, by the 
court, or by the indictment chamber and our courts. There is no reason for 
having a common court and an emergency court. This means [that we have] a 
stable situation.'' What we are now faced with is correcting this situation 
[for] those people. If the measures are followed correctly, their destiny 
will most certainly be execution. That is, they would be executed if the 
measures of arresting them, searching and imprisoning them had been carried 
out according to legal prirciples, but this did not happen. I can of course 
at any moment turn them over to the People's Court, and, according to the 
law of the People's Court, I can turn over any case to the People's Court, 
and the People's Court will issue a death sentence in accordance with that 
law because execution will be the fate of anyone who forms a party. This is 
because the People's Court does not apply the law of criminal procedures. 
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If we were to hold a special military court, they will be executed. If we 
were to hold a special court, they will still be executed. But as long as 
these are the procedures, that is, as long as these procedures are erro- 
neous procedures in the eyes of the common courts, these people will be 
kept somewhere until they get well. This may last 10, 20 or 50 years, each 
one according to his inclinations." 


A footnote: These opinions summarize al-—Qadhdhafi's positions on human 
rights and on his lack of respect for them. A citizen who is innocent in 
the eyes of the law may still be placed in prison for several years. 


"From a legal standpoint, a special court could have been convened, and 

it could have issued a death sentence. This can happen. But we are facing 
a situation of this kind with worthless procedures and with people who are 
implicated. However, I know who they are." 


A footnote: The judge himself who is supposed to be above reproach and 
neutral is subject only to the law and to his conscience. He may not issue 
a verdict on the basis of personal imformation gathered about the defendant 
outside the courtroom. But al-Qadhdhafi, who is the adversary, is satisfied 
with the knowledge that the defendants are traitors! In his opinion, this 
is the most important piece of evidence, and there is no need after that 
for further evidence or for any other law. He actually put these strange 
opinions of his into practice; they are a far cry from law and justice. He 
applied these opinions tuo many citizens, and they were placed in prison for 
many years simply because al-Qadhdhafi thought they should be imprisoned, 
without any evidence. In fact, some of them were executed because 
al-Qadhdhafi wanted them executed without any other evidence to warrant 
that, as we will refer to [below]. 


"IT would not allow them to go out into society again, because we placed our 
confidence in them betore, and we gave them responsibilities. We issued 

a decree of the Revolutionary Command Council inviting some of them to take 
part in the constituent committees of the Socialist Union [and] in the 
alliance agencies. Some people were honest in forming these alliances but 
[others] were secretly conspiring [against us]. Their contacts with foreign 
countries were evident. To be a communist means that one's capital is 
Moscow, one's country is Russia and one's party is the communist party, 
whether that person is in America, Africa or Asia. Thus the matter about 
these people must be clear. Amnesty International wrote to me and told me 
that the Libyan Arab Republic was the only Arab country that was not black- 
listed [for human rights violations]." 


A footnote: To be honest we must provide an explanation from Amnesty Inter- 
national which absolutely denied having declared that Libya under 
al-Qadhdhati's administration had not been blacklisted. Amnesty Inter- 
national also denied that it had praised al-Qadhdhafi's theory. What hap- 
pened was that the committee's reports on Libya before the revolution 
hardly mentioned Libya among the countries whose governments deliberately 
violated human rights. [However], not a single annual report of the reports 
prepared by the committee [after the revolution] failed to mention 
al-Qadhdhati's regime and his position on [human] rights and freedoms as 
well as his violations of those rights and freedoms. 
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[t is possible to request all the annual reports that have been issued by 
this international committee ever since the end of the first year of 
al-Qadhdhafi's regime and until the last report that was issued in 1979. 
Not a single report failed to condemn al-Qadhdhafi's regime because of 
the executions, the serious violations, the arbitrary imprisonment and 
the numerous arrests that have been practiced every day for 10 years. We 
will deal with these practices against citizens, as groups and as indivi- 
duals, in the special chapter on practices. 


"This is particularly because Libya is a democratic country that does not 
practice terrorism and repression. Mansur al—Kikhiya was attending the 
conference, and he was pleascd when he gave me the book. He told me, ‘Look, 
because of the grace of God the Libyan Arab Republic after the revolution 
has become the only country to be removed from the black list. The rest of 
the Arab countries are a!l on the black list because they practice tyranny 
and terror and repress freedoms.' 


"Amnesty International told me in a letter that the Libyan Arab Republic 
was a clean country, and those who wrote the letter talked about the Third 
Universal Theory, about Islam and about the appeal for freedom for nations. 
We were advised not to become perverted--and this is the main point--for we 
heard that there were people under arrest, and we ask that they be par- 
doned. IL wrote them a letter because I am naturally concerned about our 
international position. 


"This point must be clear, regardless of their being our children or our 
brothers; this is another matter. Western colonialism has taken the Muslim 
Prothers under its wing because they are opposed to the 23 July Revolution. 
Since we are an extension of the 23 July Revolution, we have become a party 
to the case. Here in the Libyan Arab Republic there is a group of Muslim 
Brothers in jail. We had a conflict with them." 


These are selections from al-Qadhdhafi's address which he delivered on the 
eve of his national congress on 9 November 1974. We printed these extended 
selections because they provide a clear indication of the backwardness and 
brutality of al-Qadhdhafi's concepts of human rights and basic human 
freedoms. 


His address was connected with other measures. A new, independent, emer- 
gency prosecution [ottice] was formed in addition to the public prosecution 
oftice which is under the command of the Revolutionary Command Council. 

This new prosecution office was called the Security Prosecution of the 
Republic. It is now called the Security Prosecution of al-Jamahiriyah 
despite the apparent unwillingness to accept this suggestion which makes it 
unlikely that the regime's opponents would stand trial in the common courts. 


Before too long al-Qadhdhafi amended the section in the penal code that 
deals with crimes against the regime. He increased the severity of the 
penalties in the manner that will be shown in detail in the section of this 
report which deals with anti-human rights legislation. 
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Al-Qadhdhafi also recently abolished the position of public prosecutor 

and public defender. The reason for that was that those who served in those 
positions observed the law to a certain extent and used it as their frame 
of reference. They had released a few prisoners who had served the full 
term to which they had been sentenced by al-Qadhdhafi's courts. But 
al-Qadhdhafi became extremely upset over this matter. He abolished both 
positions and returned the former prisoners to jail without any legal or 
moral basis. He also turned over the functions of these positions to his 
people's and revolutionary committees which are unruly, mob-like and 
ignorant. These committees carry out whatever al-Qadhdhafi orders. 


Al-Qadhdhafi made a decision that has not been announced, but that he never- 
theless carried out: he terminated the role of the Socialist Union. This is 
because al-Qadhdhafi does not want and does not trust any organization, 
even if it is under his command. It is also because the Socialist Union 
failed to win the confidence of the masses. The evidence for that was in 
the tumultuous demonstrations by the people to express their opposition to 
the regime's highhanded practices against them while al-Qadhdhafi assumed a 
posture of languor and indolence in front of the enemy after Israel shot 
down the civilian Libyan airplane and killed about 100 Libyan citizens. The 
masses burned the buildings of the Socialist Union, and al-Qadhdhafi came 
up with a new stratagem to distract the people. [He created] the People's 
Committees and a council which he called the General People's Congress. It 
is made up of mayors and of the chairmen of the people's committees and 
trade unions. The congress has close to 1,500 members who are not elected 
by means of a secret, organized ballot. The members of the People's Con- 
gress are rather announced by various means to ensure that al-Qadhdhafi can 
always easily choose whom he wants and drop [from membership] anyone he did 
not want so as to make the congress a subservient puppet subject to his 
command. This congress meets once a year for almost 3 days at the invita- 
tion of al-Qadhdhafi. It is supposed to discuss and determine Libya's 
atfairs in these 3 days! 


The enthusiasm al-Qadhdhafi had demonstrated for the Socialist Union, 
declaring it an ideal framework [for democracy] and a unique experience in 
the world, and his warnings of imprisonment to any opponent or adversary 
were put to use again in implementing his new stratagem [of the people's 
committees]. He threatened opponents with prison and with the harshest of 
penalties. In his address to that congress on 14 January 1976 he said, "Our 
regime is the latest experiment in democracy. The revolution will resist 
all [forms of |] folly and chaos." 


Al-Qadhdhafi warned everyone against deviating from the new framework which 
he had proclaimed and formed. 


"Such deviation will be considered a violation of the law and an intringe- 
ment on the regime, on society and on democracy. It would also be a destruc- 
tion of life." 


His address was published on Thursday, 15/1/1976 in the Libyan government's 
newspaper, AL-JIHAD. 











Al-Qadhdhafi did not torget to warn students that demonstrations were for- 

'idden and that anyone who expressed opposition "will be forcefully opposed 
d nis right to go to court and seek restitution will be lost because 

ne violated the law and went along with the law of the jungle and the law 

of violence. Students who go out into the street and demonstrate must be 

put on trial." 


And so it is that the shabby organizations which only al-Qadhdhafi estab- 
lishes one after the other according to his interests remain the ideal 
organizations [representing] the best of democracy despite the fact that 
they mutually contradict each other. Any opposition to these various organi- 
zations that have succeeded each other is always punishable by imprisonment 
and execution. Al-Qadhdhafi wants the citizen's mind to be a blank page on 
which he would write every day whatever his fancies and his ambitions might 
dictate. Then he would come on the following day and wipe out the state- 
ments whose authenticity he had affirmed the previous day. In this place he 
would transcribe new whims and ambitions whose content differed from those 
of the ones he had written first, even though they may have the same objec- 
tives ot establishing al-Qadhdhafi's control over the people and their 
wealth. 


And so every day al-Qadhdhafi would wipe out what he wrote on the previous 
day. All the citizen would have to do is become a submissive, mute tool, 
with no opinion about what is engraved in his mind. Any desire to question 
these opinions or to discuss them would subject this citizen to a severe 
penalty that may go as far as execution. 


In the course of al-Qadhdhafi's explanation of his extraordinarily cruel 
opinion on the fact that a citizen who violates the law loses his right 

tu take his case to court, he said, "If he is attacked, if his home is 
broken into or it his wite is raped, the revolution will not protect him 
because he becomes a non-person." This opinion is undoubtedly [an example 
of ] the worst kind of terrorism and dictatorship. There is nothing like it 
in any country in the world. It is totally antithetical to one of the 
articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. It also contravenes 
the simplest principles of justice and law. In addition, it'‘runms counter to 
[slamic law and to other laws as well. It represents the state's destruc- 
tion of a citizen's right to life and to freedom as well as his family's 
right to the same with impunity. It sheds his blood, violates his honor and 
wastes his money with impunity, and it encourages every other individual to 
ignore the inviolability of this citizen's life, freedom and funds. It is 
difticult tor a balanced human mind to come up with such a punishment, 

and all this is because a citizen merely wanted to use the mind that God 
had given him. 


Only 3 days after the address in which al-Qadhdhafi expressed that barbaric 
opinion, the General People's Congress, which al-Qadhdhafi claimed was 

the highest torm of democracy, revealed its nature and its identity and 
aftirmed the fact that it was a mere puppet which al-Qadhdhafi manipulated 
as he wished. This congress issued a resolution that will disgrace and 
dishonor its history and the history of al-Qadhdhafi as well. 
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The resolution stated, "The Congress resolves that the people's demecratic 
experiment which the Libyan Arab Republic is experiencing is capable of 
solving the problems of the individual and of the community. Society will 
not accept any departures from this experiment because these would be depar- 
tures from the will and the authority of the people. Such departures must 
be resisted and crushed without leniency. An individual or a group that 
chooses a course other than this sound, democratic course which the people 
have accepted loses his right to litigation. People who make that choice 
are the ones who chose the only method with which one can deal with them. 
They took the struggle out of its democratic context and used a method that 
is not proper." 


See the resolutions of the General People's Congress, 5-18 [sic] January 
1976. The booklet is published by the Ministry of Information in Tripoli. 


The tyrant al-Qadhdhafi did not stop at shedding the blood, the freedom 
and the possessions of those who oppsed him and their families. Some time 
before announcing this brutality of his, he had affirmed that anyone who 
did not join his people's congresses and the Socialist Union will have no 
civil rights and will become a non-person. He will be considered missing 
and non-existent. He also described those who are not registered, if those 
people did exist, as insane. 


"A person who is not registered in the Constituent People's Congress is a 
non-person. He is missing; he does not exist. He has no civil rights if 
he is not registered with us. He is considered missing and a non-person. 
1 do not believe that there can be a citizen who is in this situation 
unless he is insane." 


This statement is from al-Qadhdhafi's explanation of the new amendment to 
the charter of the Arab Socialist Union, 27 April 1975. This explanation 
was published on page 5 of the Libyan government's newspaper, AL-JIHAD, 17 
Rabi' al-Thani, 1395 Hegira, 29 April, 1975 A.D. 


Al-Qadhdhafi continued to praise the General People's Congress just as 

he used to praise the Socialist Union which had met its fate. He considered 
every other experience and every other demand worthless and reactionary. In 
his address on 15 January 1976, he said [the following] about freedom of 
opinion and speech. 


"The appeal for a so-called freedom of speech is a reactionary, backward 
appeal. It is a statement that democratic experiences have transcended. 

In our practice the people are governing themselves and determining their 
own destiny; we are practicing this not just talking about it. Anyone who 
talks about freedom ot speech is a reactionary because we have gone beyond 
this statement by establishing and practicing a democracy of the people 
that is genuine." 


But while al-Qadhdhafi considers his regime to be beyond [discussions 


about | freedom of speech and engaged in practicing it, he says in the same 
address, "The statements of a teacher, a group of teachers, a school, an 
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institute or a college can only be heard through their union. No petition 
is to be accepted from anyone unless that petition is filed through that 
person's union." 


He says, "Statements by an attorney or by attorneys can only be heard 
through their association. Nothing any student will say will be heeded 
unless he says it through the Students' Association. Otherwise, [what he 
says] would be considered destructive to democracy." 


The upshot of this is that the citizen is deprived of any intellectual 
freedom because al—-Qadhdhafi can easily control the professional associa- 
tions and their leaders. Al-Qadhdhafi had also dealt a blow to the 
Students' Association and imprisoned and tortured its members and other 
students. Then he executed students in Benghazi University and killed other 
students. He mistreated professional associations and sent his henchmen who 
beat up the president of the Libyan Bar Association and burned his office. 
Al-Qadhdhafi then abolished the legal profession altogether. 


The term, "statements," which is used here naturally refers to opinion. 
However, ai-Qadhdhafi considers any opinion other than his to be mere talk. 


What al-Qadhdhafi says about his regime is not confined to the regime's 
suitability to the society he is ruiing. Just as he praised the Socialist 
Union as the sole democratic framework, he states that his political 
system, the system of the People's Congress, which is the alternative to 
the Socialist Union, “is the only road to a genuine democracy of the 
people. The Libyan Arab Republic has thus come up with a practical solution 
to the problem of democracy and not just a theoretical solution to that 
problem for all the societies in the world." 


As is customary with the so-called General People's Congress, which is 
always proving itself to be al-Qadhdhafi's submissive tool despite the lat- 
ter's claims that the congress is the highest power in the country and the 
highest form of democracy, the congress issued resolutions in which it 
concurred with everything that al-—Qadhdhafi had mentioned in his address of 
15 January 1976 and in the addresses that preceded it as well. 


"Through their general congress our great people resolve their total commit- 
ment, which stems from their free will, to consider the address delivered 

by the leader of the revolution on the sixth anniversary of the Ist of 
September Revolution to be the framework for our social change. We are 
reaftirming our allegiance to the leader of the revolution, [our] brother, 
Col Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi, and we consider this allegiance to be the prac- 
tical toundation for realizing our goals for freedom, socialism and unity." 


The congress also decided the following to implement al-Qadhdhafi's address 
of 15 January 1976. 


A. The duties of unions, associations, leagues and societies are purely 
protessional. 
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B. The leaders of unions, associations, leagues and societies are the only 
legal representatives of their members and the only ones who can speak tor 
their professional interests, their causes and their problems. 


C. Political activity can only be practiced through che constituent 
people's congresses and the general congress of the people. 


D. No person can join associations, trade unions, leagues and professional 
societies unless he is a member of one of the constituent people's 
congresses. 


Thus the General People's Congress has established that it is as far as it 
can be from being able to express the opinions of its members freely or 
express the opinions of the masses. It proved that it was no more than a 
puppet which al-Qadhdhafi manipulates as he wishes: it says what he tells 
it to say and concurs with what he dictates. 


The practices and laws that restrain and confine all forms of individual 

and collective freedom were revealed after less than 2 years in the prepara- 
tions that were made for his new political system, as manifested in the 
people's committees which are an alternative to the various forms of the 
Socialist Union. Following [a situation] in which citizens were forced to 
register with the Socialist Union, the situation became worse with the 
people's committees in control of the Libyan mainstream. These are super- 
ficial committees made up of a few proteges of the regime and the remaining 
beneficiaries of the Socialist Union, assisted by investigations and intel- 
ligence officers. 


These committees created a stifling, gloomy and a tense atmosphere in 
Libya, spreading a wave of terror, fear and suppression. There were nume- 
rous transgressions and several clashes, and all forms of freedom of 
opinion and thought, even marginal discussions in closed places and family 
gatherings were outlawed. The rabble prevailed in the country, and the law 
no longer commanded respect or sway. 


There were several provocations and attacks against university students 
in 1976. The students broke out in wide-ranging demonstrations in Tripoli 
and Benghazi in which even the army intervened to suppress. People took 
part in the largest and broadest gathering during which they expressed 
their utmost rancor and opposition to the regime which relies on terro- 
rizing them caily and suppressing all forms of freedom and human dignity. 
It was then, in Benghazi that an armed raid operation was carried out. In 
Tripoli ‘'Abd-al-Salam Jalud, firing his gun, raided the campus of the 
university with a group of soldiers who fired their machine guns as they 
rushed into the campus. 


Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhati delivered a well-known bloodthirsty address at the 
University of Benghazi. In that address he expressed his strong hatred and 
resentment for the student public. Ever since that day, 7 April has been 
considered a historical day: after that day people were killed, and the 
guvernment revealed its terrorist practices as it did in the aftermath ot 
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the 1973 demonstrations after the Libyan civilian airplane was shot down 
over Sinai by Israel. It was after that that al-—Qadhdhafi delivered his 
historic Zawarah address or the five points in which he threatened the 
masses with murder, execution and imprisonment. Al-Qadhdhafi deals with any 
demonstrations, movements, popular desires or expressions, even if they 
were peaceful and calm, by doling out more harsh measures, oppressive 
actions, arbitrary measures, violent statements, cruel laws and arrests. 


Al-Qadhdhafi handled the 1973 Benghazi demonstrations by delivering the 
Zawarah address in which he prodded his people's committees to consider the 
laws in a state of suspension and to act with citizens on that basis: they 
can kill, imprison and arrest citizens and burn their books. All this was 
carried out in a mob-like manner that resembled insanity. Some people were 
killed; books were burned; and hundreds of intellectuals were thrown in 
jail without any charge and subjected to various forms of torture. The 
people's committees gave themselves the right to appropriate the people's 
liberties, their homes and their personal property. 


Al-Qadhdhafi used the same method to remedy the situation after the 
students’ demonstrations in the University of Benghazi and in the Univer- 
sity of Tripoli. On 7 April 1976 he delivered an address at the University 
of Benghazi, and that address was followed by executions, arrests, repres- 
sion and terror. 


In his address of 7 april 1976, which was published on the following day 
in the government newspaper, AL-JIHAD, al-Qadhdhafi told the faculty and 
the students of Benghazi University, “It is unmacceptable to me to have the 
society where I and my children live ruled by a party or a group of 
parties." This statement is from al-Qadhdhafi's address to the faculty and 
students of Benghazi University on 7 Rabi’ al-Akhar 1396 Hegira, 7 April 
1976 A.D. The address was published the tollowing day on page 2 of the 
government newspaper, AL-JIHAD. 


Thus, university professors aad students who become involved in a mere 
discussion about party atfiliation expose themselves to punishment without 
trial. Al-Qadhhdafi himself suspended his own law. 


"The parliamentary experience is nothing at all. It is an operation of 
deception; it is nonsense. T.\ walls of the university were not built so 
you can tread over them in the darkness [ot ignorance]. The university is 
rather a hallow place, where you have to tread in the light (of knowledge. 
How can a university student write on the walls of the university the way 

a small child would? The small child who writes on the wall in your home is 
punished tor his action. Anyone who writes on the walls of the university 
deserves tuo be punished too because this is folly. I said that democracy 
lies in government by the people, not in people expressing themselves. 
Freedom of speech is not democracy." (Ibid) 


The walls of the university are inviolable, but the university itself, its 
mission, its professors and its students are not as important as the walls. 


























Al-Qadhdhafi added, "A naive student says that we are a military movement. 
We want to clean your rotting brains. Do you know what the word military 
_means |}? Democracy is in my blood more than it is in yours. You who talk 
about these things, if you were ruling the people, you would have turned 
their life into an unbearabie hell. What then is this nonsense that you are 
saying about the military? This student does not deserve to be a student in 
the university, and he does not deserve to be among us as of this moment. 
It is the people who are paying for the university out of their budget. If 
you want the university to be free and the press to be free and the radio 
to be tree, that's fine; pay up. The cost of this university campus is 50 
million. Pay the cost of the books and the lectures. Go collect these funds 
and see the naivete (for yourselves]. We are exposing the naive mentalities 
that deserve tu be crushed and that have no place in our midst in the 
university or elsewhere. I am still talking about the majority, this 
existing passive majority which is incapable of getting even with its 
enemies." (Ibid) 


Anyone who expresses an opinion that does not meet with al-—Qadhdhafi's 
approval, even if he is a university professor, has a rotten mind and 
deserves to be crushed. Al-Qadhdhafi does not want a free university, a 
tree press or a tree broadcast [service], and the students have to pay 50 
million out of their own pockets if they want the university to be free. Is 
al-Qadhdhafi paying for the university out of his own private funds so as 
to determine what he thinks is fit for the university? 


Al-Qadhdhafi continued his address, "I am definitely tired. I am especially 
tired of the university, of the books, of the words that are in [those 
books and the association that you formed. If the enemy of the revolution 
is the one who is leading the students, then you must be a nation of sheep. 
You should understand where you are now and why you oppose [something]. You 
are putting into practice things that are quite old and reactionary. I read 
what you wrote, and these articles] unfortunately advocate, I mean, 
indicate illiteracy, naivete superficiality, a lack of knowledge and a lack 
of awareness of where one's interests lie." (Ibid). 


This makes it evident that al-Qadhdhafi does not tolerate another opinion 
tnat ditfers from his own. A person who subscribes to another opinion is a 
sheep. Because articles written by university professors and students do 
net glorityw ali-Qadhdhafi, those people are in his opinion illiterate. He 
S$2iGcg tnat mucn in AIS acdress. 
vead the publications that are written by some small fry here at the 
The time has come to cut their hands anc chop off their heads. 


an have a number of people who are enemies of the revolution executed 
now because I know | am right. If you want to destroy your interests and 
the iterests of your families, persist in this whim of yours. Anyone who 
expresses upposition must be trampled underfoot by the Libyan people. To 
those who said that 15 students died, let me tell them’, let us assume 
that thev did die: who took them out of the university and into the street?” 
Tne one who went to Tomruq and told students toe demonstrate is known. In 


enose terests ioes this idiot think these demonstrations are taking 

















place? The one who went to (Daraxah) and prodded [the students] to demon- 
strate [is also known]. When you cheer in a demonstration against the 
revolution, you are thereby supporting the Zionist enemy; you are standing 
alongside the U.S. enemy; and you are supporting reactionaries. You would 
be putting yourself at the service of Jews and Christians." (Ibid) 





Thus in one paragraph al-Qadhdhafi made harsh statements that hurt univer- 
sity protessors and students and threatened to cut their hands and chop off 
their heads. He called them small fry and advocated that they be trampled 
underfoot and executed. He accused them of being stupid and of working 

for colonialism, reactionaries and Jews. All this [invective] was due to 
the fact that students published a leaflet after university students were 
shot to death by [members of |] al-Qadhdhafi's regime. 


Al-Qadhdhafi went on to say, "I do not know what a person who opposes the 
regime seeks and wants. If one were to think of a university student 
opposing the revolution, such opposition would be an indication of igno- 
rance and backwardness. The tables are turned: those who are here in the 
university are illiterate, and those who are outside the university are 
the ones who are educated and cultured. The revolutionary program is in 
your interests. It is better for you than if we were to force a party on 
you. Tomorrow we will form a workers' party; we will force it on you; and 
it will become a dictatorship. It is best for you to be in a people's com- 
mittee. It is better for you than having us force on you some agency that 
would act with you in a highhanded manner." (Ibid). 


Al-Qadhdhafi continues to affirm that everyone who opposes [the regime } 

is ignorant, backward and illiterate, even if he were a university profes-— 
sur. His logic states, "Either you let me govern you in my own way or I 
turn on you someone who will be even more highhanded with you than I am." 


Al-Qadhdhafi went on to say, "Here at the university writing on the walls 
is absolutely forbidden. Writing on the wall means that a policeman must 
come into the university with a cane in his hand. He would hit you on the 
tingers and pull your ear as though you were a child. It is forbidden to 
write and hang posters and leaflets on the walls; it is offensive." (Ibid). 


Anyone who writes or hangs posters on the walls of the university is to 

be punished, unless the statements he writes or the posters he hangs on the 
walls of the university and elsewhere are filled with expressions that 
glorify al-Qadhdhafi and contain expressions from his Green Book. 


Al-Qadhdhafi added, "What is happening now is that revolutionary committees 
are being formed in every college. These committees are conducting a purge 
ot the students and the faculty. If students want this to be carried out 
peacetully, it will be; if not, it will be done with bloodshed. Revolu- 
tionary committees must be formed everywhere; their function is to purge 
the student body and the taculty. 


"Those who ran away in fear are the enemies of the revolution. They cannot 
enter the university, and they have no place there. If there are members 

















of the faculty who are opposed to the revolution, they must be eliminated. 
Why does a policeman go inside the university to arrest you? He does that 
because you do not know how to conduct yourself because you are not free. 
You are rather a slave to your own delusions. Go to your masters, the 
enemies of the nation." (Ibid). 


And here too al-Qadhdhafi hurls more abuse and vilification on university 
protessors and students. Some of those who walked out of the university 
and marched in the demonstrations were killed. Some of those who stayed 
behind were expelled by the university or by the revolutionary committees. 
Those who left the university were considered enemies of the revolution 
and expelled trom it. The university can hold only those who sing the 
praises of al-Qadhdhafi, glorify him and cheer for him. 


A footnote: Wearing his military uniform al-Qadhdhafi rushed into the [lec- 
ture] hall along with a large group of military men. The gun he was 
carrying was visible. All during the hysterical address he delivered, 
al-Qadhdhafi brandished the cane he was holding in his hand while the mili- 
tary men who were around him kept their fingers on the triggers of their 
guns. No university official was allowed to stand next to al-—Qadhdhafi or 
behind him. This was an expression of his fear, his dislike and his resent- 
ment for universicy students and faculty. 


This uncivilized address was tollowed by a vicious, hate campaign against 
the student movement and against culture in general. Al-Qadhdhafi even said 
in the national congress of his party during a discussion about the 
people's committees and how they are chosen, "Don't be fooled by a person 
with a doctorate or an educated person who looks down on you. Trample such 
people underfoot and crush them." After that a reign of terror spread among 
the ranks of the people and among those who are educated as well. Most 
intellectuals, however, were imprisoned; hundreds of them were taken in 
custody. 


Al-Qadhdhafi preclaimed and put into practice mandatory military training 
without enacting a mandatory conscription law. He used this mandatory 
training as a means of taming students and intellectuals, to even the score 
with them and to get rid of all those who can use their knowledge and their 
thoughts to raise a few questions. Al-Qadhdhafi devoted his efforts to his 
campaign of bloodthirsty speeches so as to strike more terror and fear 

in peonle's hearts. 


Thus despite claims that ideal democracy was being practiced-—-and this 

is the democracy that al-Qadhdhafi had promised, the democracy that tran- 
scended and went beyond freedom of speech--that democracy did not tolerate 
the students' demonstrations which broke out 5 months after al—Qadhdhafi 
delivered his address in the universities of Tripoli and Benghazi. Many 
students lost their lives in these demonstrations. Thev were killed by the 
bullets of the tyrannical authority. The Libyan student communities abroad 
were sympathetic, and there were sit-ins in embassies in every country 
where Libvan students were. Al-—Qadhdhafi delivered his address on 7 April 
1976, and numerous selections of it have been published. A picture of the 











ideal democracy in practice was unveiled and revealed, and a sense of total 
sadness, pain and misery prevailed throughout the country due to these 
bloodthirsty practices. However, al-—Qadhdhafi whose method has always been 
oftensive and not defensive, using expressions which emphasize crushing, 
executing and eliminating people, continued his campaign to protect his 
regime in the name of protecting the revolution. On 19 April 1976 every 
caretul observer was assured of the identity of al-Qadhdhafi's democracy 
whose foundations he had established at the General People's Congress in 
January 1976. He said then, "We are the revolution. I want to emphasize 
this constantly and all the time. We are the revolution. Almost all the 
Arab revolutions today have been eliminated and have turned into police 
regimes whose only concern is to fight the masses and to confirm a dicta- 
torial government." 


Al-Qadhdhafi then turns to criticize parliamentary, democratic experiments 
and says, “The fact that no nation in the world has received a real form of 
power, as is the case in the Libyan Arab Republic, indicates that people 
are not free. When a party receives power on behalf of the people, such 
power is false. It involves deceiving the people and [imposing] a dicta- 
torial government on them. All the people are subject to that government 
while the party rules." 


Al-Qadhdhati then goes back to the attitude of the student movement and 
says, "Thank God, they were a small, handful of students whose posture was 
rightist. Their rightist posture proved that they had no interest in the 
revolution and that they were against the cause of liberating the Arab land 
of Palestine. They proved that they were enemies of Islam, enemies of the 
cultural awakening, enemies of farmers, enemies of workers, enemies of the 
Libyan people, enemies of progress and enemies of Islam. Accordingly, they 
do in fact deserve to be crushed."" This is from al-Qadhdhafi's address on 
19 April 1976 which he delivered in Wadi Zamzam. 


Thus, students' demonstrations and their opposition to al-Qadhdhafi's shame- 
tul violations of basic rights and freedoms in society were turned into 
non-existent and untounded charges against them. Majoz charges were made 
against them in offensive terms that were actually ridiculous. Because 
those students carried out demonstrations that were not instigated by the 
government and were not approved by it beforehand, they have become enemies 
of everything: of the masses, of Arab unity, of the liberation of 

Palestine, Islam, civilization, farmers, workers and once again enemies of 
the Arab nation and ot Islamic progress. Al-Qadhdhafi then concludes his 

| litany] of talse charges by saying that the students have actually been 
convicted, incriminated aud crushed. 


Al-Qadhdhafi attirmed his lack of respect for his superficial courts and 
his special emergency courts even before the detained students were taken 
to court. He issued his verdicts on the detained students before they were 
put on trial. "The enemies of the revolution have actually been elimina- 
ted. The court will issue the death sentence against them, and they will 
hang trom the door of a church. The people have passed judgment everywhere. 
The people are asking for their execution. We have discovered that the plot 
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which prodded the students was a foreign, colonialist, outside plot." This 
is from al-Qadhdhati's address on 19 April 1976. 


Thus any form of opposition, even peaceful opposition in democratic re- 
gimes, are construed in al-Qadhdhafi'‘s regime as treason; and those who 
voice such oppusition are considered enemies of everything, instigators 
prodded by an outside, colonialist plot and traitors. 


The students to whom al-Qadhdhafi referred in his address were actually 
sentenced to death, and the sentence was carried out in the same place that 
was referred to above. Their bodies remained hanging for a whole day, and 
they were shown to television viewers. 


Al-Qadhdhati then began to turn into a theoretician, a philosopher and then 
a prophet when he issued his Third Universal Theory in the Green Book. 

His opinions became not only absolutely indisputable, but they were also 
read in the same way the Koran was read on radio and television. Selections 
from his Green Book were relayed every day in Libyan newspapers, and he 
began to surround himselt and his ideas with an aura of divinity and 
sanctity. Not only has a discussion of those ideas become a crime, but not 
reading them, not being guided by them, not believing in them and not 
yielding to them has also become a crime. 


Al-Qadhdhafi's Green Book itself may clearly express his blatant violations 
of basic freedoms. Al-Qadhdhafi divides his book into three sections. In 
one section he defines his notion of democracy; in the second section he 
defines his economic "theory;"' and in the third part he [defines] social 
relations. In the tirst part al-Qadhdhafi violates all the internationally 
recognized basic freedoms such as the right to speak freely and to have 
one's opinion, [the right] to demonstrate and [to hold a} political 
assembly, and the right to exercise freedom of religion and freedom of 

the press. Al-Qadhdhafi considers all these [rights and freedoms] to have 
run their course and their tools to be dictatorial and reactionary. 


If one can describe al-Qadhdhafi's statements and addresses, one can say 
that they are always emphasizing the justification of any measure that 
would thwart freedoms and allow his government anything tor the purpose of 
concentrating all the means and methods of direct and violent control in 
its hands. However, the Green Book era, or the era of the masses as he 
Likes to describe it, reveals to the inquirer other tacts and other angles 
that round out al-Qadhdhati's personality. Al-Qadhdhafi has a blind bias 
tor all his opinions which he imposes on people with violence. He tolerates 
neither a discussion of those opinions nor an opposing opinion. He uses all 
the methods of the media and tremendous sums of money as well to promote 
those ideas which constitute comprehensive intellectual terrorism. This 
blind intellectual fanaticism which al-Qadhdhafi manifests tor his opinions 
indicates narrow horizons, ignorance of the interrelationship between [the 
branches of | human knowledge, short-sightedness and hoscility to individual 
ettort. It is an indication of al-Qadhdhati‘s inability to face up to the 
search tor knowledge which can radiate the cultural glow for the develop- 
ment of humanity. 








Al-Qadhdhati lavishes random praise on "his theory" in the course of 
expounding that theory in the Green Book where no traces of humility can be 
fuund. As has already been stated, the Green Book is a required textbook in 
all the stages of education. It is also recited in the same way the Koran 
is recited at the beginning and at the end of radio and television broad- 


casts and before any news bulletin is read. Selections from the Green Book 
are printed in prs::ont positions every day on every page of the official 
newspapers. In fé i the state's dispatches have selections from the 


Green Book: "the committees are everywhere;"" and "there can be no democ- 
racy without people's congresses." This preoccupation with himself is a 
narcissistic phenomenon that does not respect the cultures, the efforts, 
opinions or the knowledge of others. Accordingly, it presents a sarcastic 
portrait of a distorted, adolescent, fanatic mind; it does not extend the 
horizons of knowledge, nor does it advance any new thought that would 
impose itself or forge its course by using logic, argument and dialogue. 


"It is best to embrace the Green Book; otherwise a red book will be forced 
on you.'' This is one of the statements that al-Qadhdhafi made to clergymen 
and prayer leaders when he met with them in Tripoli in March 1978. 


Despite all appearances to the contrary, al-Qadhdhafi lacks confidence 

in himself. He has a restless, disturbed personality. The circumstances 

of his birth and the life he Lived after his peers moved ahead of him made 
him somewhat bitter and rancorous, and these feelings affected the course 
of his Life. He tried to overcome them by assuming command and presiding 
over his classmates who were at least 5 years younger than he was. Because 
he was older than they were, he began forcing himself and all his opinions 
on them. He grew up in this atmosphere that led him to attain his ambitions 
in the military organization. 


Since coming to power involved some intelligence, al-Qadhdhafi was taken 

by unlimited self-admiration. In the first part of the Green Book he says 
otf his opinion of democracy, "No one represents the people; representation 
is deception."' He says, "'The party is the dictatorship of the age; it is 
the modern, democratic method of government." About parties he says, "The 
purpose of parties is to impose the power of their beliefs on society as 

a whole; their objective is power [which they seek] in the name of carrying 
out their programs." 


A tootnote: This statement may have been one of the means by which 
al-Qadhdhati attained power under the guise of saving the Arab nation and 
implementing a development program. Al-Qadhdhafi increased the fragmen- 
tation of the Arab countries, and the development programs of the previous 
age were better than those of al-Qadhdhafi. Al-Qadhdhafi's foolish 
ambitions led to the development of hostility between Libya and most of its 
neighboring and non-neighboring Arab countries. 


If we were to review al-Qadhdhafi's ideas in the course of reviewing his 
violations of basic and political human rights, we would find [the 
following]: 
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1. He is opposed to parliamentary and legislative bodies that are elected 
by means of a tree secret ballot, regardless of the soundness and integrity 
of the method used and the neutrality of the results. This is because 
al-Qadhdhafi objects to the substance, the identity and the power of a 
parliamentary body and not to its form or to a few of its flaws which can 
be remedied. His objection tuo secret balloting also is due to the fact 

that forgery [under those circumstances] would be difficult and so would 
total control of its outcome. 


2. He despises partisanship and parties because in his opinion they con- 
Stitute a contemporary dictatorship. 


3. He rejects the principle of a popular referendum regardless of the 
guarantees, the conditions and the precautions. 


4. He does not recognize freedom of the press. 


Having destroyel these toundations, al-Qadhdhafi said that in his opinion 
the way out lay in the establishment of people's committees which would 
elect their representatives to the People's Congress. A representative of a 
people's committee would not have the right to make a single statement that 
he was not told tu make by the committee that sent him to the People's 
Congress. He would not have the right to raise questions or to discuss 

any new points. The method of selecting this representative must not be 
secret. This would make it easy for al-Qadhdhafi and his group to control 
the selection of those representatives, and this is what usually happens. 
Furthermore, the revolutionary committees--which are non-existent in the 
Green Book, which contains the radical and the final solution to all the 
problems of the human race--are the committees that advise and guide the 
masses in selecting their proper representative to the congress. This is 
from al-Qadhdhati's address to the revolutionary committees in December 
1978. 





Al-Qadhdhafi knows that today [the task of ] abolishing a parliamentary 

body, overruling the representatives of the people and having all the 

people come together in the old style of the Greeks to govern themselves 

has become impossible. "It is indisputable and incontestable that direct 
democracy, if it becomes a reality, is the ideal method. But no matter how 
sinall the population is, the people cannot be brought together at once tou 
discuss, consider and decide their policy. Therefore, nations have turned 
away trom direct democracy and replaced it with numerous theories of govern- 
ment such as parliamentary bodies and party blocs." This is trom the first 
chapter ot the Green Book on solving the problem ot democracy. 


Al-Qadhdhati is thereby acknowledging the tact that direct government tor 
all the people is merely a glorious idea that is quite tar from the world 
ot reality. What then is the solution? 


Al-Qadhdhafi does not ofter a sulution, but he begins his answer by endor- 
sing a decisive government as though that endorsement were a resolution of 
the military Revolutionary Command Council which has already produced the 
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charter and decreed the Socialist Union. Al—Qadhdhafi says, "The Green Book 
promises to guide all nations to the path of direct democracy according to 
a wonderful and a practical system." This is from the first chapter of 

the Green Book. 


Al-Qadhdhafi thus did not begin to explain his alternative theory after 
having attacked parliament, parties, the free press, a referendum and free 
secret elections. Instead, he began by approving an ultimate [torm of ] 
government before presenting his theory. He may have done that to arouse 
interest, and he may have done that to arouse fear also, especially since 
al-Qadhdhafi acknowledges that direct democracy is impossible. "Whereas 

nu two sane people disagree on the notion that direct democracy is the 
ideal democracy, although its application is impossible, and whereas the 
Third Universal Theory offers us a realistic experience of direct democ- 
racy, then the problem of direct democracy in the world has been solved." 
Even after this absolute judgment which comes in al-Qadhdhafi's theory 
buok two pages betore the end of the book, al-Qadhdhafi does not reveal 
this extraordinary theory which he--in all humility--describes by using 
all the adjectives that Muslims use to describe the Holy Koran, the last 
bouk tu be considered [the source ot ] guidance for all humanity just as 
the aoble prophet is the last of God's messengers. Al-Qadhdhafi used all 
these adjectives to describe the Green Book, "the guide for humanity." 
Al-Qadhdhafi, "the revolutionary thinker" and the "teacher commander" pre- 
sents his theory in the last two pages of his book. Afterwards the theory 
became a decree according to which the country has been governed. "There is 
only one method and one theory for democracy. It lies in the people's con- 
gresses and in the people's committees." (Ibid) 


"First, the people are to be divided into constituent people's congresses, 
and each congress is to select a committee to lead it. The regional non- 
constituent people's congresses are formed from all the committees. Then 
the masses of these constituent people's congresses choose administrative 
people's committees to replace government administrations. All the facili- 
ties of society would thus be run by people's committees, and the people's 
committees that run these facilities become responsible tor them in front 
ot the constituent people's congresses which dictate policy to them and 
monitor their implementation of this policy." 


Al-Qadhdhati's review of democracy in his book comes to an end. He has 
considered these few lines to be the greatest idea in history since the 
French Revolution--[he said that in] his address to clergymen in March 
1978. He considered his words to be the guiding light tor humanity, and the 
"ultimate" solution for democracy in the world. "The problem of running the 
government is thereby evidently solved; the tools of dictatorship are 
brought to an end; the people become the means of government; and the 
riddle of democracy in the world is thereby solved." (Ibid) Afterwards 
al-Qadhdhati turned trom being a mere guardian of democracy--which is the 
description that was given to 'Abd-al-Nasir--to a philosopher making tun of 
‘Abd-al-Nasir himselt. "It is the state of alliance in society that brought 
about the end of Nasirism with the death of ‘Abd-al-Nasir." 
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The constitut tonal proclamation expired and another proclamation was made 
in its place on 2 March 1977. It was called by al-Qadhdhafi "the Proclama- 
tion of Establishing the People's Power." He put his theory into practice, 
not through upgrading the congresses by secret balloting but rather by 
calling tor persons whose "revolutionary" attributes can be trusted. Those 
people would cheuse their counterparts in every region, and what later 
came to be called the General People's Congress was tormed. It announced 
the establishment ot the people's power and "affirmed the course of the 
advancing revolution under the leadership of the revolutionary leader and 
the teacher commander, Col Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi." (From the Proclamation 
of the People's Power, 2 March 1977). 


The congress adopted a resolution to put into practice the opinion presen- 
ted by al-Qadhdhafi in his book which claims to have solved the problem 

of democracy in the world and changed the name of the country to that oft 
Jamahiriyah. We will deal with this event in the third part of this report, 
the part on practices. 


The third resolution or the third proclamation of the Peopie's Congress 

at its meeting of 2 March 1977 was "the resolution of the General People's 
Congress to select the revolutionary thinker and the teacher commander, Col 
Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhati secretary general of the People's Congress." (from 
the Libyan newspaper, AL-FAJR AL-JADID [The new Dawn], 3 March 1977). 


The fourth resolution was that of appointing members of the General 
People's Congress. After the congress decided to elect al-Qadhdhafi secre- 
tary general of the congress, it decided to elect members for this sec- 
retariat which was to consist of the remaining members of the Revolutionary 
Command Council: Jalud, al—Khuwayldi, al-Kharubi and Yunis. 


Al-Qadhdhafi proceeded on this course that he had chosen--a twisted and a 
temperamental method of political action, unrestricted by regulatory 
measures or regulatory laws that would restrict his measures or his conduct 
or stop him at some point. Any studious researcher would discover under 
scrutiny that this theory, which al-Qadhdhafi has presented, is not the 
outcome of thought, but it is rather the product of his need for evasive 
theories, laced with terror, about the causes that call for democrcy. These 
causes have otten placed him on a collision course with the masses and with 
students. 


Al-Qadhdhati's criticism of parliament is not new; he criticized it even 
betore he brought torth his theory in 1977. By referring to the method 

he used and the statements he made betore he advanced his theory, it 
becomes evident that he did not think of setting up any parliamentary elec- 
tions, regardless of their form, even among the members of the Socialist 
Union as ‘Abd-al-Nasir used to do. 


Al-Qadhdhafi's hostility to parties is also well known and has been 
reviewed. The review spans his 1969 Tripoli address and the law that was 
issued in 1972. We have already referred to that law, and we will review 
its articles in the second part of this report. 
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With regard to freedom of the press, al-Qadhdhafi abolished the national 
press and established the Government Press Organization. We touched upon 
his address to students on 7 April 1976. 





Regarding the reterendum, he does not want nor does he think of letting 
himself be tested in tront of the people, even if that were under the super- 
vision of his officers. Perhaps this is because he either despises or fears 
the opinion of che people. 


Thus the theory was tormulated to establish a set method and an existing 
policy; it was not the result of a theoretical and an intellectual effort. 
The best indication of this lies in al-Qadhdhafi's sarcastic remarks with 
which he concludes his theory. These remarks will help those who are 
deceived by hollow words. "This is true democracy in theory. In practice, 
it is always the powerful who rule." (The Green Book, Part One). 


This is the briet and terse conclusion of al-Qadhdhafi's statements which 
we tried to list here so they can serve as a reference for those who are 

seeking power [and who wish] to find out the extent of the violations of 

al-Qadhdhafi's government of the simplest rules of human rights and basic 
treedoms in Libya. 


In this chapter of the report and through what has been reviewed we wish 
to emphasize the following: 


First, al-Qadhdhafi's hostility for treedoms began on 1 September 1969, 
the date that brought him to power by military means. 


Second, al-Qadhdhafi has declared his hostility to basic and political 
freedoms in the speeches which have been reviewed, from September 1969 
until this date. Accordingly, his theory in his Green Book serves his 
policy of controlling, terrorizing, dominating and repressing people. He 
abolished human and individual rights to establish party organizations and 
to exercise treedom in individual or collective political beliet, violating 
thereby the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 


Third, al-Qadhdahti's domestic and foreign policy has been temperamental. 
Inside the country he established the Socialist Union, adopted the charter, 
the people's committees, the five points of the Zawarah address and then 
the Green Book and the revolutionary committees. All this, however, inten- 
sified his hostility to basic and political freedoms, to the formation and 
organization of political organizations, to peaceful political opposition, 
parliament, caretul control by the people and to a binding constitution. 
[lt has also intensitied his hostility to] a judicial authority and to 
other guarantees against a ruler violating the rights of a society and 

of individuals, dominating them and using them as tools which he would 
create and terminate at will. Al-Qadhdhafi's foreign policy, despite daily 
shifts and position changes--from an advocate of unity to an advocate of 
rezionalism, ot tribalism and narrow family interests; from a U.S. supporter 
tu an enemy of the Russians and an opponent of the Liberation organization; 
from a partner in a relationship of unity with Egypt to blatant hostility 
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toward Egypt whether it tought or not--did not change, and his hostility 

tu democracy and to the course of basic freedoms remained unchanged. This 

is the only stance among al-Qadhdhafi's vacillations in thought, policy 

and institutions that has remained firm. Its extremism, fanaticism and 
terror increase every day. It is a posture characterized by the repression 
of individuals and groups [as is evident] in his speeches, statements, 
theories, laws, decrees, legislation and daily practices against our people, 
as we will see in the two following parts of this report. 





Mu'ammar's statements, laws and practices in the 10 years of his reign 

intensify the terror, repression, wholesale killing and the psychological 
destruction of society every day. They strip the citizens of their spirit 
of national ambition, and they reinforce his autocracy and his domination. 


lt there is any freedom tor al-Qadhdhafi to talk about, it is his absolute 
freedom to thwart the rights of Libyan citizens and to violate their basic 
and political treedoms. 
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